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Dear colleagues,
 
Already 4 weeks after the transition from physical to online education; time flies…

A good moment for an update; many things have happened since our last update op March 30th.
Below recent developments on several are summarized.
 
But first of all, I hope all of you are doing well!
As for myself, I miss campus life, the casual chats with colleagues and students, and the buzz of
our lively campus. Luckily, the weather is nice, and ways to stay in contact are numerous. Many
of you, and our colleagues in other faculties and departments, are settling into the ‘new normal’

mode, which will last at least until June 1st.  
 
Remote assessment

In the first weeks after March 13th, most effort was devoted to making the transition to online
education. Over the last two weeks, attention has shifted to remote assessment. How do we
replace written exams with alternative methods to assess whether our students meet the
learning objectives of modules and courses? A general UT guideline for remote assessment was
introduced; and attached to this email you will find a letter with more information.
Within Applied Physics many creative solutions have been implemented, all with their specific
benefits and restrictions. Some courses are assessed by oral exams (impressive considering 60+
students participated), while others use written, open book exams which students do at home,
and submit within a certain time frame. The board of examiners asked us to make an overview of
how the assessment is done in various courses, and how teachers deviated from the original test
plan; for many courses we already have this information, but Edwin may contact you in case our
information is not yet complete.
Initial experiences are good; despite some start-up issues, it appears that students take the
assessment serious, and they realize that we count on their integrity. Just to let you know, we
get quite some messages informing us that students really appreciate the effort all of us are
taking to enable education in all aspects, and simultaneously limiting any delay.
 
Online teaching: tips and tricks
Over the past few weeks, many different emails have gone around, with numerous suggestions
how to deal with online education. As mentioned before, TELT set up a website summarizing
some relevant tools: https://www.utwente.nl/en/telt/online-lectures/ . In addition, CELT set up a
Canvas course ‘ICT in education – Knowledge sharing centre’ where teacher can share their
experiences and information. You can join the course via the link
https://canvas.utwente.nl/enroll/NLJKTC . For any further information on or help with online
lectures, please contact the TNW E-learning specialist Ana Duarte
(a.s.carvalhoduarte@utwente.nl), and the TELT team (telt@utwente.nl). If you need other
educational support, you can contact Cornelise Vreman (g.c.vreman-deolde@utwente.nl) and
Linlin Pei (l.pei@utwente.nl).
And remember that many colleagues, for example who you teach a course with, or others within
your (research) group, will have all kinds of experience. Ask around what works best for them. In
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Dear colleague,  


In light of the measures to limit the spread of the Covid-19 virus and the closing of our university, the 


working group on Remote Assessment (part of the UT Corona Committee on Education) has set-up a 


guideline for remote assessment that has been discussed with all Examination Boards of UT. The full 


guideline can be found in the pdf document ‘Online_Examination.pdf’ attached to this email. 


In some faculties, the document was already disseminated, but we realise that you might have 


missed it in the large stream of email messages that you received during the past two weeks.  


In short,  the guideline states that we advise not to use IT solutions for supervised online 


examination, since none of them are completely safe, but instead, add an integrity statement as an 


extra question to the test that each student has to sign in to validate their exam for summative use. 


The text for this extra question can be found in the pdf document. Besides this, also make sure to 


explicitly mention the allowed sources on the test itself. 


Besides this, the committee advises to verify your current tests. Is it suitable for remote assessment? 


If not, the committee advises you to change the nature of your test (where possible) in such a way 


that it is more suitable for remote assessment, at the very least by converting it to an open book 


exam, but possibly by changing the type of test altogether. The TELT page provides information 


about different alternatives that you could consider. You can of course also contact the educational 


adviser of your faculty about this. 


Grades resulting from such a remote test are never automatically final grades. You as a teacher will 
have to judge whether the results, in your opinion are reliable enough to become a final grade that 
can be registered in Osiris. We also advise that every remote test is accompanied by an additional 
oral exam (issued to a random selection of students) to check the reliability of the results. This can 
either be planned directly after the test or after grading.  
 
Furthermore, if you change the nature of your test, it is important to communicate this very clearly 


to students (via Canvas). For the general rules regarding remote assessment, you can refer students 


to the information on the corona FAQ.  


Changes in the nature of your test should also be communicated to the examination board. Your 


Examination Board will inform you about the way in which they want to receive this information.  


We hope to have informed you sufficiently. If you have any questions about this, please don’t 


hesitate to contact me. 


With kind regards, 


… 
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addition, do not hesitate to contact any of us within the programme staff. One solution I would
like to specifically mention, is an implementation of Jeroen to enable highly interactive tutorial
sessions; feel free to contact him!
 
Bachelor-to-master transition (‘harde knip’)
Our bachelor students, who planned to do their final assignment in Q4 after having finished all
other parts of the programme, may be confronted with a possible delay. More theory-oriented
projects can continue as planned; contact between students and supervisors will of course be
online. But for experimental assignments it will be difficult if not impossible to conduct
experiments in Q4. Delaying these to a later moment (until after summer), will leave this group
of students with nothing to do; that would be a pity and effectively a waste of time. Some of you
heard about the option to let go of the ‘harde knip’, i.e. the requirement that the entire BSc
programme should be completed before being able to enrol in MSc courses. Officially, this has
not been approved yet to start in Q4. But anticipating a positive decision next week, ánd

considering that Q4 starts in one week from now on April 20th, we advise students to already
think about extending or delaying their BSc assignment and possibly taking several MSc courses
already in Q4. As this will be facilitated on an individual basis, AND is subject to several
restrictions, it is essential that students discuss their options with Carlijn. Of course, we also
advise them to consult the supervisors of their assignment to discuss a feasible planning.
In relation to this, we have received questions whether courses in Q1 would be rescheduled to
Q4, or offered twice in Q4 and Q1. To limit the workload on teachers, and to prevent planning
issues with other MSc students, we choose not to reschedule any courses. However, if you see
an option to facilitate this for your course on an individual basis, for example by offering Capita
Selecta courses or alternative assignments, feel free to discuss this with students who ask.
 
Outlook
Preparations for Q4 are in full swing. Module 4 will be taught completely remote. The lab course
assignments for Geometrical Optics have been replaced by simulation exercises, combined with
do-at-home experiments. The project of Engineering Systems will also be done at home, using
individual experimental kits which have been assembled and will be sent to all students. It is very
impressive to see the creativity and enormous effort by teachers to make this happen. Module 8
will also be taught online, but leaves us with the Physics of Fluids lab course as a challenge.
Considering the learning objectives, in relation to the end terms of the Applied Physics
programme, and also the level of assignments and involved equipment, we haven’t been able to
find a solution yet, other than to postpone this work to a later moment. In the MSc programme,
courses are offered online, including the compulsory courses ‘Ethics and Cultural Awareness’ and
‘Small Signals and Detection’. The experimental part of the latter course will be replaced by a
simulation tool, which enables meeting 90% of the learning objectives.
 
To conclude, there will be more issues on education which you will be confronted with. In case
this leads to questions, do not hesitate to ask us.
 
Best wishes, stay safe!
Stefan
 
On behalf of the entire Applied Physics staff:
Carlijn van Emmerik
Edwin Lodder



Ben Oude Alink
Jeroen Verschuur
 
 
 
 


