
RE-IMAGINING 
SCHOLARSHIP: 
PUNK POLITICAL SCIENCE &

WOBBLY PUBLIC 

ADMINISTRATION









The Trap and the Promise



Are we all trapped?
A double-bind?



The double-bind 
or ‘double blind’?





To trespass across disciplinary and professional boundaries while also displaying increased hyper-

specialisation.

To enjoy ‘academic autonomy’ and ‘intellectual freedom’ in an increasingly directive and constrained 

environment.

To increasingly engage with quantitative methods and ‘big data’ while also producing nuanced, accessible 

and fine-grained analyses.

To manage the temporal misalignment between academe timescales and politics in practice;

To be able to ‘talk to multiple publics in multiple ways’ while acknowledging a constant pressure to ‘tech-up’ 

within political science.

To cope with a system where the incentive structure still pushes scholars towards ‘pure’ scholarship and peer 

reputation rather than ‘applied’ scholarship or public reputation.

To navigate the problematic relationship between facts and values, and the prevailing rhetoric of neutrality 

in research.

To innovate and share ‘best practice’ while also working in a competitive market environment;

To deliver world-class research and writing while also providing excellence in teaching.

To provide a personalized student-centred learning experience in a climate of mass and often digitally 

refracted access.

To take risks in what is generally a risk-averse professional environment.

To balance a traditional focus on ‘problem-focused’ political science with external demands for ‘solution-

focused’ political science.

To ensure that research informs public debate without being ‘dumbed down’ or co-opted by partisan actors;

To be responsive to ‘students-as-customers’ while upholding academic standards and relationships.

To achieve some notion of a personal, private or family life while fulfilling the demands of the role. 





We need to re-imagine 
scholarship?

What would Punk Political Science look 
like?

Is anyone in this room feeling wobbly?

What does any of this mean and how 
can we understand the evolution of our 
discipline(s).? 









The Sociological Imagination hinges on the 

acceptance of the ecosystem …
A willingness to trespass.
A willingness to ‘soil one’s hands’.
A willingness to take risks.
A willingness to fail.
A willingness to challenge. 
A willingness to engage.
A willingness to ripple
A willingness to wobble.

The challenge lies in the existing of embedded obstacles to all 
of the above. 



A willingness to ripple



A willingness to wobble

You've asked me, 'What might you be?' Now I answer you:
'I am a Wobbly.' I mean this spiritually and politically. In
saying this I refer less to political orientation than to
political ethos, and I take Wobbly to mean one thing: the
opposite of bureaucrat. […] I am a Wobbly, personally,
down deep, and for good. I am outside the whale, and I
got that way through social isolation and self-help. But do
you know what a Wobbly is? It's a kind of spiritual
condition. Don't be afraid of the word…

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wobbly
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Inside_the_Whale







