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Academic career
• Postdoc RU 1997 - 1999
• Assistant professor UvA 1999 - 2001
• Assistant professor RU 2001 - 2006
• Associate professor RU 2006 -
• Member Young Academy KNAW 2007 -
• Associate mber Nuffield College Oxford 2008 -
• Professor UT 2009 -

Personal research grants
• NWO proposal PhD research 1993
• Frye Stipendium 1995
• Veni 1997
• Vidi 2005
• Aspasia 2006

A very Short CV



The spirit of Capitalism

Ideal businessman (and laborer):

laborious, zealous, 
frugal, 

sober living, punctual,
disciplined and honest



The Spirit of Science?

Ideal scientist:

curious, creative, 
innovative, persistent

But also:
laborious, zealous,

punctual,
disciplined and honest



Or: HowOr: How--to Become Supermanto Become Superman



Some do’s

§ Write – and publish – your articles in (top) journals

§ Some teaching

§ Write your own research plans and proposals

§ Invest in knowledge

§ Be an original!

§ Join national and international networks

§ Have a life!!



And what about the dont’s?

§ Wait for supervisors to come to you

§ Spend all your time teaching

§ Aim to write a life-work under the age of 50

§ Be a localist



But what about Superwoman?But what about Superwoman?



Monitor women professors 2009





Explanations for the gender gap in university positions



Theoretical model



A survey among UvA PhD students, 2001



Conclusions

§ Women are (slightly) less ambitious than men

§ They work fewer hours and publish less

§ Expectations of success are much lower among women

§ The preference of many women to work part-time seems to work as a 
major obstacle to desire an academic career

§ Support of supervisors positively affects ambitions for men but lowers 
ambition among women



GO FOR IT!!


