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Dear Colleagues from academia and industry, 
 

As you probably know, Through-life Engineering 
Services (TES) Conference series is a well-
established academic forum that brings together 
academia and industry to develop and deliver 
engineering solutions for the life of complex and 
long-life assets. This blends research and industrial 
solutions related to processes and methods that can 
optimise the value and cost-in-use. 

The TESConf2021 is hosted by the University of 
Twente, in the Netherlands for its 10th Anniversary. 
We decided to set the focus of the Conference on 
two main topics that are highly affecting the 
industrial world and, consequently, society: 
Sustainability and Digitalization. 

Sustainability and Digitalization are playing a 
major role over the whole life cycle of an asset 
(Fig.1), from design to phase-out. Digitalization is 
one of the key drivers of Industry 4.0 with all its 
facets; Sustainability is the centre of gravity of 
Industry 5.0, as recently defined by European Union, 
together with human-centricity and resilience. 

 

Fig. 1. TESConf2021 main topics 

This edition of the conference includes nine 
academic sessions, which cover the latest advances 
in TES using Sustainability and Digitalisation as 
foundation. The sessions have been designed to 
enhance understanding of how to connect different 
phases of the asset life cycle. 
 

The Conference will cover challenges, such as 
design for service, evaluating the impact of 
degradation, and understanding the sustainability 
implications of TES. Additionally, attendees will 
enjoy three keynotes from academia and industry 
representing different sectors. We are also planning 
several industrial workshops that offer interactive 
sessions on topics ranging from system integration 
to sustainability and digitalization. 

As Conference Organisers, we hope  the papers 
and the research results presented at the 
TESConf2021 will be valuable to you. 

 

Enschede, 16th November 2021 

Leo van Dongen 

Alberto Martinetti 

Marleen Kuipers 
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