
Workshop proposal for PHTR 2020:  

How can we integrate ethical deliberation in the design of Artificial Intelligence?  

Given the enormous actual and potential impacts of Artificial Intelligence (AI) on people’s daily lives 

and on societies, the need for ethical deliberation is clear (Van Belkom 2019a, b). There are, 

however, numerous practical questions regarding the how (Dignum 2019, Mittelstadt 2019, Morley 

et al. 2019): How can we integrate ethical deliberation into the process of designing, developing, 

deploying and using AI systems? In this workshop we will playfully engage with this serious question.  

We will work with a group of approx. 20 people; ideally people with mixed backgrounds, e.g., 

philosophy, technology and social sciences. We will create 4 multidisciplinary teams and give them 

the same assignment: to sketch and design a trustworthy AI-system (to be defined), using various 

tools. The teams can choose from pre-selected tools, such as Jet Gipsen’s Ethics for Designers and 

Mario Alberto Sosa Hidalgo’s Ethical Toolkit. Now, how can you win this assignment? Not by making 

beautiful sketches. The design is not the goal, but a means to expose ethical issues. We view co-

design as way to support ethical deliberation (Steen 2013). Ethical issues the teams come up with 

can engage with principles like: respect for human autonomy, e.g., an appropriate allocation of 

agency between people and the system (Steen 2011); prevention of harm; fairness; and explicability 

(High-Level Expert Group on Artificial Intelligence 2019). The team that presents the best approach 

for integrating these principles into their AI design wins. 

• Organizers: Marc Steen (TNO) and Rudy van Belkom (STT) 

• Duration: 90 minutes  

• Participants: 20 people  

• Requirements: flipchart, post its, markers  
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https://www.ethicsfordesigners.com/tools
https://repository.tudelft.nl/islandora/object/uuid:b5679758-343d-4437-b202-86b3c5cef6aa?collection=education

