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Helmuth Möhwald (19.01.1946 - 27.3.2018), founding director of the Max Planck Institute of 
Colloids and Interfaces 
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On March, 27th 2018 Helmuth Möhwald died at the age of 72 after a  s hort but s erious  
illnes s . The funeral took place on April, 3rd only in the clos es t family circle . 
 
Doubtles s ly, Profes s or Möhwald was  one of the mos t important and influentia l 
s cientis ts  in the field of interface res earch worldwide. We owe him fundamenta l 
ins ights  into the behavior of organic layers  s uch as  lipid monolayers  which are 
intimately related to cell membranes . Möhwald’s  res earch covered the as s embly of 
molecules  into monolayers , the fabrication and analys is  of functional organic multi-
layers , as  well as  the des ign of microcaps ules  and their application in areas  of 
technology, pharmacy and medicine. Recent s cientific work included s elf-repairing 
coatings , where active agents  are releas ed in res pons e to damage. Remote-
controlled releas e of drugs  and other active s ubs tances  from caps ules  was  a central 
theme in recent years . While Helmuth Möhwald was  always  primarily s triving 
towards  fundamental phys ico-chemical unders tanding, a  great number of his  
dis coveries  found their way into technical applications . 
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„We are deeply s hocked by the death of Helmuth Möhwald!”, s ays  Prof. Markus  
Antonietti, managing director of the Max Planck Ins titute of Colloids  and Interfaces  
and s peaking for the board of directors  and a ll members  of the Ins titute. „With 
Helmuth Möhwald we have los t a  great s cientis t and a wonderful pers on, who played 
a s ignificant role in the young his tory of the ins titute, which was  founded 25 years  
ago “. With his  s trong pers onality he s haped, motivated and promoted generations  of 
PhD s tudents  and young s cientis ts . His  colleagues , friends  and former s tudents  will 
remember him as  a  generous  and open-minded pers on, who always  kept a  clear view 
of the bigger picture. This  outs tanding s cientis t and teacher was  very active in 
res earch until his  las t day and ins pired everybody with his  pas s ion for s cience. 
 
Helmuth Möhwald had publis hed more than 1000 peer-reviewed publications  and 
been cited more than 50000 times  by other res earchers . In addition to his  s cientific 
res earch, Profes s or Möhwald is  an accomplis hed profes s or: In fact, more than 50 
former s tudents  have taken up profes s ors hips  in Germany and abroad. 
 
Helmuth Möhwald (19.01.1946 - 27.3.2018) 
 
Prof. Dr. Dr. h. c. Helmuth Möhwald was  born on J anuary 19th 1946. He was  a 
phys icis t and phys icochemis t; he received his  diploma in phys ics  (1971) and his  PhD 
(1974) from the Univers ity Göttingen (Germany). He s pent nearly five years  in 
indus try at IBM San J os e (1974/ 75) and Dornier-Sys tems  (1975-81), in between 
completing his  habilita tion at the Univers ity Ulm under the mentors hip of Prof. 
Sackmann (1975-78). He was  profes s or for phys ics  (TU Munich, 1981-1987) and for 
phys ica l chemis try (Univers ity of Mainz 1987-93). 
 
From 1993 until his  retirement in 2014,  Möhwald was  Director and Scientific 
Member at the Max Planck Ins titute of Colloids  and Interfaces  in the Science Park 
Pots dam-Golm. From 2014 until his  death he led an emeritus  group at the ins titute. 
He held Honorary Profes s ors hips  at the Univers ity Pots dam (s ince 1995) at Zheijang 
Univers ity in Hangzhou (Since 2001) Fudan Univers ity in Shanghai (Since 2004), at 
the Ins titute of Chemis try at the Chines e Academy of Sciences  (Since 2006) and the 
Ins titute of Proces s  Engineering at the Chines e Academy of Sciences  (Since 2014). 
Moreover he was  head of the German Colloid Society (2003-2007) and pres ident of 
the European Colloid and Interface Society ECIS (2002-2003). 
 
Profes s or Möhwald has  been acknowledged for his  exceptional contributions  with 
numerous  awards . Thes e include the Phys ics  award of the German Phys ical Society 
(1978), the Lies egang award (1998), the members hip in the Aus trian Academy of 
Sciences , the Overbeak medal of the European Colloid and Interface Society (2007), 
the Gay-Lus s ac-Award from the French Minis try of Science and Technology (2007), a  
honorary doctorate of the Univers ity of Montpellier (2008) and the Wolfgang-Os twald 
award of the German Colloid Society (2009), the Langmuir Lectures hip Award of the 
American Chemical Society (2014), the Elyuhar-Golds chmidt Award of the Royal 
Spanis h Chemical Society (2014) and the “Dis tinguis hed Scientis t” Award from the 
Chines e Academy of Sciences  (2017). 
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