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Newsletter 62, October 2016

International Association of Colloid and Interface Scientists

In this newsletter you will find the following topics:

Update on the organization of IACIS2018
Brothers and Sisters
Selected announcements
In memoriam: Jaap Lucassen
Wanted: new functionaries for IACIS

Update on the organization of IACIS2018

As was to be expected, the organization faced some ups and downs. Our first milestone
was to find a reliable congress bureau that would deal with the more mundane
organizational aspects.

After a serious investigation the local
organizing committee made the
decision to award the contract to the
MCI-group, a world-wide operating
congress organiser.

The contract with a congress site took more
effort. Our initial goal was to organize the
meeting in Delft where the university has a
magnificent aula that would certainly have been
appropriate for our meeting. Unfortunately, the
Board of the University did not want to grant the
reservation for the intended period, 21-25 May
2018, before the lecture planning for that year
would have been done even if that period
included some university holidays. This posed a
risk we did not wish to run.

The City of Delft tried to come up with alternatives that involved the ancient churches in
the city but in the end these were not deemed appropriate by the local organizing
committee. Our congress bureau came up with some alternatives and one really stood
out. We are very happy to announce that the meeting will be held in Rotterdam in a
building that the local people still call de Beurs, the commodity exchange. Since then it has
become a World Trade Center and nowadays the official name is Postillon Convention
Centre WTC Rotterdam

With these practical aspects settled, we could then move to the scientific aspects of the
meeting. From as far back as 1979 our association has been representing our field of
Colloid and Interface Science and as such has been organizing very successful conferences
that were well attended. Unfortunately, since the New York meeting in 2009 the
attendance of IACIS meetings shows a serious decline. The canonical response to this is
that there is presently much more competition than in the past. Although that may be
true in itself, it cannot be the only reason: there must be a motivation for people to go
elsewhere. This reason is - we think - in itself a positive fact: our field has become much
more widespread and many sub-disciplines have developed and have meetings of their
own. If we wish to have these sub-disciplines included in our meeting, we should organize
that by involving them in the organization of the scientific program, as session leaders and
keynote speakers. 
With this in mind, we are now setting up the scientific committee: it should consist of
specialists in different sub-fields that will be capable of organizing coherent sessions in
their field. In addition, it is important to stress the international aspect of our Society and
hence we strive to include representatives of as many countries as possible. How this will
work out, you should learn from our next Newsletter that is targeted for January 2017. Of
course, you can once in a while peep on our website to see if there is news ...

Mieke Kleijn and Ger Koper,
Organizers 
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Brothers and Sisters

Hideki Matsuoka lets us know that there is now an english version of the website for the
Division of Colloid and Surface Chemistry of the Chemical Society of Japan!
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Selected announcements

The eigth biennial Australian Colloid and Interface Symposium organised jointly by
Flinders University and the Australian National University with support from ACIS will be
held at Opal Cove Resort, Coffs Harbour, New South Wales, Australia from 29 January to 2
February 2017. This international four-day conference will provide an excellent opportunity
for colloid, surface and interface scientists to catch up with recent developments in their
areas of research. More details can be found at the Symposium web-site or from the
organizers.

The 91st annual meeting of the American Chemical Society Division of Colloid and
Surface Chemistry will be held at the City College of New York from July 9th - 12th, 2017.
It will highlight the latest scientific advances in colloid and surface science, its intersection
with other scientific domains such as biophysics and environmental science, and its
application in biotechnology, coatings, functional nanomaterials, and other diverse areas.
The conference is traditionally organized and hosted by a university, and thrives on strong
international attendance by participants from academia, industry and national
laboratories. In addition to 13 technical symposia and a poster session, this symposium
features two plenary lectures, the Unilever Award Lecture, the Victor K. LaMer Award
Lecture, and an instrument exhibition. More details can be found at the meeting web-site
or from Ilona Kretschmar.
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In memoriam: Jaap Lucassen

Jaap Lucassen (1931-2016).

Jaap Lucassen was born in the village of Zuilen and after a full and scientifically prolific life,
he passed away this spring. He studied physical chemistry at the University of Utrecht and
he met his future wife Emmie at the Van 't Hoff institute while doing his PhD. 
After defending his thesis at the Utrecht university, Jaap started in 1961 a career in
fundamental research at the Unilever Research Laboratory in Vlaardingen where Emmie
was already working. In that year he and Emmie married. 
Year 1964- 1965 he did a sabbatical at Hanssens laboratory in USA, Iowa State University
to further specialize himself in the field of surface ripples for characterisation of dynamic
interfacial properties. 
Back in Vlaardingen he switched over to longitudinal wave technique, theoretical and
experimental, because he experienced limitations of the ripples technique. This
longitudinal technique made him famous. He proved that his theoretical skills were
matched by a real zest for practical work, he had a keen instinct for developing new
instruments. After moving to the Unilever laboratory in Port Sunlight , UK in 1969, he was
asked to come back to Vlaardingen in 1986. 

Others were inspired by the success of this approach, which lead to the surface shear and
oscilating bubble and drop techniques. After his retirement he was able to accept
invitations from universities and institutes around the World. He was globally seen as an
authority. 
In November 2005 on a Rheology workshop in Potsdam Jaap gave a lecture entitled Non-
equilibrium behaviour of composite interfacial layers. He essentially spoke about a paper
published in 1992, which started to be cited when nanoparticle layers became interesting,
i.e. only 15 years later. This indicates that Jaap was far ahead in this field.
In this presentation he also mentioned the open heart operation that he underwent
several months ago. He was grateful to the pig for the valve, he declared in his
presentation. He recovered very fast from this operation and after some weeks he could
again ride the bike to go shopping.
After retirement he researched the genealogy of his family and after spending many days
in archives he managed to reconstruct many family stories. He was an amiable and
dependable person, socially engaged and a good friend. He will be fondly remembered by
many, and we wish his nearest and dearest strength with their loss.

Jan Benjamins, Anloo. Back to the top

A Honorary Note on Jaap Lucassen has appeared in Advances in Colloid and Interface Science 107 (2004) 1-7.

Wanted: new Honorary Secretary & Treasurer and new
Newsletter Editor & Webmaster for IACIS

Since 2006 the function of IACIS Honorary Secretary & Treasurer is performed by Mieke
Kleijn (Wageningen University, The Netherlands). Ger Koper (Technical University of Delft,
The Netherlands) has been the IACIS Newsletter & Webmaster since 2010. Both will retire
from these functions in 2018. So, it is time to have a look around for possible candidates
to take over! 
Apart from the work and responsibilities listed below, both functions offer an excellent
opportunity to get in touch with many scientists in our field and build on a world-wide
network in colloid and interface science. Both the Honorary Secretary & Treasurer and
Newsletter Editor & Webmaster are appointed by the Council of IACIS. Furthermore, they
are members of the Council and of the Standing Committee; the latter is formed together
with the President, President-elect and Immediate Past President. 
The Honorary Secretary & Treasurer is responsible for dealing with all membership
matters, and for properly handling of financial matters; in addition the job involves
responsibility for the elections of Council members and President. 
The NL Editor & Webmaster is responsible for the IACIS Newsletter, which is sent every 2 -
3 months per email to all IACIS members, and for the IACIS website. 

If you are interested or have any questions about these vacancies, do not hesitate to
contact Mieke Kleijn or Ger Koper.
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You receive this newsletter because you are registered as a member of IACIS. 
If you happen not be a member, please contact the Honorary Secretary.

For comments or suggestions, please contact the Newsletter Editor.
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