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ABOUT THE PROGRAMME
The ‘International Grand Challenges’ are the starting point of the module. These challenges
include:
 How to feed 9 billion people in 2050, on a planet that is heavily pressured by climate
change, a lack of natural resources, acidified oceans, and a shortage of food and fresh
water (to name a few)?
 How to improve energy security that reduces both political tensions and environmental
impacts?
 How can firms raise productivity in an environmentally friendly and socially equitable way,
while still being competitive?
 What role is to be played in all of this by governments - on national, regional and
international levels?
As part of the International Grand Challenges, globalisation processes will be discussed. Cultural
differences and internationalisation of companies, universities and NGO’s are becoming
increasingly important. However, what exactly do we mean when talking about globalisation? Is
the world getting smaller? Is the role of Western countries diminishing and are emerging
countries, such as China and India, taking over the role of Western countries? What will be the
role of Africa and Latin America in the future? Through multiple theoretical and cross disciplinary
perspectives these questions are reflected upon, after which students work on a project related
to an International Grand Challenge.

Content
Together with students from the University of Twente, international (exchange) students will –
after the plenary phase (first five weeks) – work on an international project with a foreign partner
organisation. Students will be based at the University of Twente (UT), thus experiencing an
international learning environment. To communicate with the international partner they will
make use of Skype/email/phone (hence the term ‘virtual’). The project work requires students to
solve a practical problem (linked to one of the International Grand Challenges) proposed by an
organisation located outside Europe.

LEARNING GOALS
Crossing Borders has five district learning objectives:

A. International experience / application: To enrich the students bachelors profile with an
international experience and prepare them for dealing with cultural differences.
B. Knowledge: To acquire a detailed knowledge of and insight into the issues and grand
challenges of sustainability, sustainable technologies, responsible innovation, business
development and social equity in the international context and in particular for developing and
transition countries;
C. Analytical and evaluation skills: To identify, analyse and evaluate a range of ethical,
professional, managerial, economic, legal, social and cultural challenges of - and opportunities
for - responsible innovation in practice at different levels within different organisations, i.e. 1)
companies; 2) non-profit organisations; and 3) government and public sector organisations.
D. Problem solving and synthesis skills: To develop solutions to complex issues related to the
transition to a sustainable future using the appropriate theories and approaches, and to
approach them – both individually as well as on the basis of team work – from a
multidisciplinary and multicultural perspective.
E. Comprehension: To identify and discuss dilemmas in creating and implementing the transition
to a sustainable future related to responsible innovation within business and public sectors.

Prior knowledge:
Obligatory:
The Crossing Borders module can be followed by third year bachelor students, irrespective of
their major.
Desirable:
Students from all disciplines can follow the Crossing Borders module. Particularly welcome are
students interested in contributing to solving the International Grand Challenges.

More information:
More information on the module is available in our online Catalogue. Fill in the name or code of
the module to read the full description and other details of the module:
https://www.utwente.nl/en/education/electives/minor/crossing-borders-educative-minorboard-minor/

