Keynote Plenary: Between global and local - is STS stuck?

In this double keynote plenary, moderated by Lotte Krabbenborg, we want to trace and discuss
some of the global shifts and related questions addressed in the conference theme ‘Knowledge
and Technology in Times of Global Shifts’ and reflect on their implications for STS research. In
the plenary we will first have two keynote lectures, one starting from the global and one from the
local end. We will then invite the audience to join the discussion with their own considerations
and experiences.

Shifting Preconditions for STS
Harro van Lente

In this lecture | will investigate how STS may relate to three prominent global shifts. The first shift
is geopolitical. The rearrangement of global powers questions Western perspectives as
legitimate starting points for knowledge claims. What is the implication of the rising importance
of non-Western perspectives, including the Global South? The second shift is institutional: the
changing mandate of science. The position of experts is changing, and their credibility is
challenged with the rise of populism and post-truth assertiveness. How does this affect STS
expertise? The third shift is epistemological: the climate crisis and the concomitant loss of
biodiversity change the background of knowledge claims. The ‘normal’ background is no longer
to be taken for granted; ecologies are on the run and have become protagonists themselves.
What does this imply for the STS heuristic ‘it could have been otherwise’? In the lecture | will
delineate some routes for STS to address the geopolitical, institutional, and epistemological
shifts.

Being local in the Global South: From epistemic justice to climate justice

Annapurna Mamidipudi

In this lecture | will investigate how a detailed local study from the global south, the case of
Indian handloom weaving, can account for global dynamics. Being local in the Global South has
three prominent characteristics. The first is empirical in nature: it refers to the existence of
production-related knowledge that has demonstrated ecological sustainability over extended
temporal scales but is seen as knowledge of the past. The second is historical: such knowledge
becomes ‘local’ in the encounter with colonizing scientific frameworks. In these frameworks,
science as knowing is intellectual property, while craft as doing is embodied labour, albeit
skilled. The third is a challenge to our scholarship when studying such local knowledges: the
imperative to engage with multiple epistemologies without lapsing into epistemic relativism. So,
what does this imply for the STS heuristic of symmetry, that requires dismantling the hierarchy
between the two kinds of knowledge—science and craft, global and local, knowing and doing?
In this lecture | will outline a framework for ownership of knowledge to address how STS can
create conditions for diversity of knowledge as a way forward to produce resilient futures.
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Speakers:

¥ Harro van Lente is Full Professor of Science and Technology Studies at the
Faculty of Arts and Social Science, Maastricht University, since 2014. He
graduated in both Physics and in Philosophy at Twente University and did his
PhD research at the same university. He is one of the founding fathers of the
Sociology of Expectations, which studies how representations of the future
shape current socio-technical developments. He published extensively on
technology dynamics, innovation policy, sustainability, and knowledge
production. He is recipient of the 2018 EASST Freeman Award with the co-
N . edited book (with Marianne Boenink and Ellen Moors) at Palgrave
Macmillan, Emerging Technologies for Diagnosing Alzheimer’s Disease: Innovating with
Care. He is Chair of the Board of the Dutch STS Research school WTMC and member of the
Netherlands Health Council. Currently he is Senior Fellow at the Kate Hamburger Kolleg
Cultures of Research at RWTH Aachen, an international Center for Advanced Study in
philosophy, sociology, and history of science and technology.

Annapurna Mamidipudi is currently completing a DFG funded project on
“Epistemologies of craft: The role of material innovation in making colour
expertise”, at the Technical University of Berlin. She was previously a
postdoctoral researcher at Deutsches Museum working on an ERC
project on weaving knowledge in ancient Greece where she expanded her
STS and History of Technology research on material histories of textile
making in India to History of Science approaches. She has co-edited a
volume on Ownership of Knowledge: Beyond IP published by MIT Press in
2023, while at the Max Planck Institute for the History of Science. She is a
trustee of the Handloom Futures Trust, which works at the intersection of knowledge and
livelihood support for traditional craftspeople in India. Her research interests focus on how
craftspeople innovate their material practices and how they make knowledge claims to build
value for their work in past and contemporary society.

2/2



	Keynote Plenary: Between global and local - is STS stuck?

