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The University of Twente has renewed its PhD charter, doctoral regulations, tuition fee policy for non-employed PhD candidates, and PhD tracking system (from Hora Finita to Doctorate), all in early 2026. For BMS, this has implications when it comes to the registration of our external PhD candidates.

BMS hosts external PhD candidates of three types:
· UNL category 2: Doctoral candidate funded by a scholarship from an external organisation (‘Beurspromovendus’)
· UNL category 3: Doctoral candidate funded by external organisation (‘Extern gefinancieerde promovendus’)
· UNL category 4: Doctoral candidate funded with own private means (‘Buitenpromovendus (eigen middelen)’)

External PhD candidates are also sometimes referred to a non-employed PhD candidates or buitenpromovendi as an umbrella term in Dutch.

Tuition fee and bench fee for external PhD candidates
Per the new tuition fee policy, two types of fees can be collected: first, the mandatory tuition fee, which is set at €3000 for the UT. By exception, as stipulated in the tuition fee policy, a tuition fee of €0,- may be applied. Additionally, an optional bench fee may be collected “to help compensate for research related costs, such as use of (expensive) lab facilities, fieldwork expenses or international conference visits.” [section 5.2 of tuition fee policy]. Faculties have freedom in setting their bench fee. 

In principle, the BMS Faculty Board sets the bench fee to €0,-. When a proposed project carries substantial research related costs, it is allowed to deviate from this standard. A non-zero bench fee can be requested and underpinned in the application form.

A sharpened registration procedure for external PhD candidates
The implementation of the tuition fee policy and the Doctorate system has implications for the process of registering external PhD candidates. Behind the scenes, the majority of the process now runs in the AFAS system. Additionally, there is increasing attention to knowledge safety. 

In response to this, from June 1st onwards, we have refined the registration process for external PhD candidates. If you are the anticipated promotor requesting the registration of an external PhD candidate, you will notice an updated request form. The starting point of this application stays the same: you send your request to the BMS External PhD email address. More changes have happened behind the scenes in a sharper and efficient task division between HR, FIN, FB secretariat and FB.

What remains in the request form are questions related to the alignment of the proposed research with the BMS research strategy, and the proposed composition of the supervisory team.




