School of Management and Governance
To all faculty
Changes in the Teaching and Examination Regulations (‘OER”) and the Rules and Regulations of the Examination Boards (R&R) for the academic year 2013-2014, that are important for lecturers of the School of MG (SMG)
A.
OER (Teaching and Examination Regulations)

The Teaching and Examination Regulations for 2013-2014 are included in the School’s Student’s charter for the Bachelor’s programmes and the charter for the Master’s programmes.  A first, provisional versions of these charters, without the new Rules and Regulations of the Examinations Boards, are published on the ‘Education’ section of SMG’s website (look here). These will be replaced by the final version before the start of the upcoming academic year. 
Most important changes compared to the 2011-2012 OER
a. Bachelor’s OER and Master’s OER

· With the introduction of the new Twente Education Model (TEM, or TOM in Dutch) the term “exam” does no longer stand for a kind of final test of a unit of study, from now on it is considered to be the result of an arithmetic calculation based on a series of test results.  What we used to call (written or oral) “exam” will be called now (written or oral) “test”. The  term “exam resit” has correspondingly been replaced by “test resit”.  

Please notice: for the courses of the ‘old’ Bachelor’s programmes “exam” and final test may still coincide, in particular in courses with only one test (written, or otherwise). 

· The right to view model exam questions or practice exams or representative past exams has been abolished. It was felt that a formal rule in this sense is no longer needed, since lecturers are expected to give their students insight into the kind of questions or assignments they can expect for a test whenever this is essential for their preparation for this test.
· Registration for a unit of study (course, module) replaces the registration for an exam. From 1 September on registering for a unit of study automatically leads to registration for the tests that form part of this unit of study. This holds for the TOM bachelor’s modules, but also for the Master’s courses and the ‘old’ Bachelor’s courses. 

Additional stipulations: 

· Resits will still require special registration

· Students (bachelor of master) who already participated in a course in an earlier phase and only have to take the concluding test may register directly for that test, without prior registration for the course
 

b. Bachelor’s OER only
The Bachelor’s OER was completely overhauled because of the implementation of the ‘TOM’ model in the first year, bringing along some important changes:
•
The abolishment of the ‘third attempt rule’. To take a third (or higher) attempt to pass a test/exam a student therefore no longer needs to ask permission of the Examination Board. The reason behind this is that students of the generations 2012 and earlier are expected to do the utmost to finish the ‘old’ programme in time and in doing so prevent being overtaken by the implementation of the second and/or third year of the new TOM-bachelor. In this way they avoid any negative consequences related to the transitional rules governing the anticipated termination of the ‘old’ programme in the next years.
•
The abolishment of the propedeutic exam. A transitional rule has been drawn up for students of the generations 2012 and earlier: they will still be entitled to a propedeutic diploma if they finish the first year (B1) before 1 September 2014. You can find this rule in the annex to the common parts of the Bachelor’s  OER. 
· The deadline for establishing and publishing the final results for a unit of study is reduced to 10 working days. At SMG it was decided to offer the possibility of a 5-day (maximum) extension of this term in exceptional cases, if the complexity or the sheer amount of the exam work to be assessed requires extra time. To this end the responsible examiner has to file a request to the programme board (the programme director) (art. 4.7.3).
Please notice: 
· For the 1st and 4th module of the first year (B1) of the TOM-bachelor it is imperative that the 10 days deadline is respected, in the light of the deadlines for  issuing the interim (December) and final (July/August) recommendations on the continuation of studies (BSA-regulation)!

· This change only refers to Bachelor’s modules and courses, the deadline for establishing and publishing the final results for Master’s courses remains unchanged (20 working days, of which 15 are for the examiner and 5 for BOZ).

Another consequence of the start of the new TOM-bachelor is that some new elements and regulations have been introduced in the new OER:
· The 15 EC ‘module’ is the standard unit of study in the TOM-programme, in which knowledge, insight, skills and attitudes are developed in a coherent way. Together with this new unit of study the ‘module coordinator’ and ‘module examiner’ are introduced, two new roles that may be played by one and the same person (art. 4.2).
· For each unit of study a ‘test plan’ must be drawn up. The way in which the tests of a unit of study lead to the unit’s exam result are to be laid down in the test plan. This plan has to be set by the programme board (programme director) and must have been published on Blackboard at the latest two weeks before the start of the unit of study (art. 4.4, which also lists the information that must be included in the plan).
· In ‘TOM’ no exam resits exist. Retake options for partial results (of one or several of the tests making up the module’s exam) are allowed, but not for the module as a whole (art. 4.4 par.4). 

Please notice: for the courses of the ‘old’ model (B2 and B3 courses in 2013-2014) the rules remain unchanged, since two opportunities to sit written and oral tests must be offered, just like before.

· If a second test opportunity is planned shortly after the first, the results of the first test must be published at a time that provides the student with at least five working days to prepare for the second opportunity (art. 4.7 par. 7). 
Please notice: The deadline for determining and announcing the result of a test taken in writing of in some other way must be included in the test plan for the unit of study (art. 4.7 par.2).
B.
Rules and Regulations of the Examination Boards (R&R)

The Rules and Regulations of the Examination Board apply to all of SMG’s educational programmes. They are included in the academic section of the Bachelor’s student charter and Master’s student charter, that can be found at the Examination Board’s website.
Changes in comparison to the 2012-2013 Rules & Regulations:

The Rules and Regulations of the Examination Board for 2013-2014 are being reorganized and partly rewritten, in order to realize a maximum level of harmonization of the Rules and Regulations for all educational programmes offered at the UT. Since our Examination Board’s R&R always were well attuned to the stipulations laid down in the Dutch Higher Education and Scientific Research Act (WHW) on the tasks and  authorities of the Examination Board, we expect the differences with the 2012-2013 R&R will be relatively modest:

· For the first time the tasks of the Examination Board with respect to the quality assurance of the examinations, exams, tests and final Bachelor’s and Master’s projects are listed in detail.

Please notice: it is important that you take notice of these details. The Examination Board will make use of a number of quality assurance instruments to check (randomly) the state of affairs with respect to the quality of testing, such as a yearly discussion with a number of examiners.
· The regulations and instructions on evaluating exams and confirming results are classified in a more transparent way (‘general’, ‘evaluation of exams and tests’, ‘evaluation of final projects’, ‘confirmation of the results’). Moreover, they are reformulated in a more accurate way and a rule has been added on the proportion of the evaluation of a student’s individual performance in relation to the evaluation of his/her total (individual and in the group) performance. 
� This information is of a tentative nature, since no definitive version of the rules for registering for tests was issued yet at the time of writing





