Faculteit MB

To all faculty
Changes in the Teaching and Examination Regulations (‘OER”) and the Rules and Regulations of the Examination Boards (R&R) for the academic year 2011-2012, that are important for lecturers of the School of MG

OER (Teaching and Examination Regulations)

The Teaching and Examination Regulations for 2011-2012 are included in the School’s Student charter for the Bachelor’s programmes and the charter for the Master’s programmes. These charters will be published on the ‘Education’ section of MG’s website before the start of the upcoming academic year.
The main differences between the Bachelor’s OER and the Master’s OER concern the provisions on the language of teaching and examination (article 4a), the Study plan (article 5, which is not included in the Master’s OER), and the rules governing the third exam attempt (article 8, par. 3, which also has been excluded from the Master’s OER – see below).

Most important changes compared to last year’s OER (2010-2011)

a. Bachelor’s OER and Master’s OER

· A new article on exam formats and information on the exams (art. 8a) stipulates that the responsible lecturer will publish, on Blackboard, a number of details of the exam, at the latest two weeks before the start of the period of delivery of the teaching of a study unit:

· the exam requirements (at least the literature to be examined)

· addtional provisions on the exam (for example:  open book exam or not, calculators allowed or not)
· in case the exam consists of a series of tests or a combination of exam formats, the weight to be attributed to each of the constituent elements in determining the exam’s final result ;
· the right to view trial exams or representative past exams including the corresponding model answers and norm criteria for the evaluation has reappeared in the OER. Instead, lecturers may also use model exam questions with the corresponding model answers (article 8a, par. 4).
b. Bachelor’s OER only
· The effect of Article 8 par 3, which was introduced this year (2010-2011) and establishes the student’s obligation to submit an application to the Examination Board to receive a third opportunity to sit an exam, will make itself felt from this summer onwards.  More in detail the following aspects are important:
· Paragraph 3 has been rewritten and no longer requires the consultation of the examiner when drawing up the plan of action that the student has to submit together with his application 
· MG’s student advisers have developed a special form “Request third attempt” that students have to use for their application. This form and an explanation about this rule and the procedure to be followed can be found on the webpages of the Examination Boards. On the form the student has to explain what will be his studying approach for the course of the third attempt and what will be his study planning for the period in question. The approach should be based on a serious analysis of the factors responsible for failing the first and second attempts. The planning needs to be realistic in the light of the average number of EC’s obtained by the student up till now

· In the details of the “third attempt” rule for MG has been included that the exam work of students who have sat an exam for the third time without having obtained permission from the Examination Board will not be assessed. How this rule can be put into practice still has to be worked out in consultation with BOZ
· (only for BSK-ES and BK): although the UT’s ‘Code of conduct languages of instruction’ does not exclude the use, in special circumstances, of a language other than Dutch of English in the Bachelor’s programmes (see also article 4a of the Bachelor’s OER), from the programme-specific  appendices of BSK and BK has been removed the clause that reading materials in German may also be assigned and that guest lectures may be delivered in the German language. The reason for this is that, already for some time, we cannot expect all of our students with a VWO-background to be sufficiently proficient in the German language.
c. Master’s OER only
· A newly added article called “Language” (art. 4a) implies a sharpening  of the School’s policy on the language of writing and defending the Masters’ thesis (par. 2). 
With only one exception, the track “Recht & Bestuur” of the MSc Public Administration, the final thesis is written and defended in English. Students are free to make a translation or summary in Dutch once this is necessary for the dissemination of the research results, but the final grade will be based on the original version in English. Only if either the commissioning company or institution, or the nature of the subject preclude writing the final thesis in English , the examination board may allow for a deviation of this rule (par. 2a). In that case the student will write and defend his thesis in Dutch, while at the same time producing a scientific paper of 5000 – 7500 words in English based on the thesis work (the exact demands will be made known later and will be published in the MSc thesis manual). This paper will be included in the assessment of the final thesis;

· Article 8 par 3, which establishes the student’s obligation to submit an application to the Examination Board to receive a third opportunity to sit an exam, has been abrogated for the Master’s students. The educational programme directors feel  that their students show sufficient motivation and focus as to warrant this decision. 
Additional differences between the 2011-2012 Bachelor’s and Master’s OER and the preceding ones that may be of some importance for lecturers: 
· An exam can only be moved to another time slot than indicated in the exam timetable with the permission of the Programme Director (before: the Examination Board). Logically, students will have to be informed of the change. The Programme Director must inform the Examination Board at the first meeting of the Board taking place after his decision to move the exam ((art. 8, par. 8)
· Some time limits have been introduced into article 9, about oral exams:

· a student or  examiner who wishes third parties to be present during an oral exam, must inform the Examination Board at least 10 working days prior to this  exam (n.b.:  Bachelor’s and Master’s colloquia are exempted from this rule)
·  if the Examination Board has determined that members of the Examination Board or an observer representing the Examination Board is to be present during an oral exam, the examiner and the student will be informed by the Examination Board at least one working day prior to the exam.
· The period during which the student has the right to a post-hoc discussion of an exam (collective, or individual if no collective discussion is being organized) has been extended from 20 working days to 5 weeks (article 12, par. 1);
· Article 17, par. 3 stipulates that the student may submit a motivated request in writing to the Examination Board to postpone declaring the examination as ‘successfully completed’ and also to postpone the presentation of the degree certificate. To put it briefly, this request has to be handed in at BOZ together with  the form  ‘Announcement (Bsc/MSc) colloquium’ whenever  the (BSc/MSc) thesis is the last remaining unit of study to be completed (which is, almost without exception, the case for all Master’s students, and also for the majority of Bachelor’s students). If the thesis  is not the last remaining unit to be successfully completed (the student still has to sit one or more exams for other study units), the request should be submitted as soon as the student receives notification from BOZ of having met all examination requirements, implicating that his graduation date is forthcoming (see the bullet above). The exact procedures on this matter will be available on the website of the Examination Boards of MG before the start of the 2011-2012 academic year.

Rules and Regulations of the Examination Boards (R&R)

The Examination Boards of the School of Management and Governance have agreed on a common set of rules governing their tasks and authorities and have recorded these in the so-called ‘Rules and Regulations of the Examination Boards’. These rules and regulations, which therefore apply to all of MG’s educational programmes, are included in the academic section of the Bachelor’s student charter and Master’s student charter. 
Changes in comparison to the 2010-2011 Rules & Regulations:
· (European Studies only) A special rule on the evaluation of the Bachelor’s and Master’s thesis in the European Studies double degree programmes has been included in Article 6, ‘Regulations and instructions on evaluating exams and confirming results’.  According to this rule, the Master’s committee in this case should count at least one examiner from the School of MG and one examiner from the Westfälische Wilhelms-Universität Münster. 

