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1
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Version: January 20, 2018
* = module 11 need to be successfully finished before research component is started

1.

Introduction

§

The Bachelor Thesis IBA course enables
you to explore a topic you are interested
in, in detail and thereby gain in-depth
knowledge and competences as outlined
in the intended learning outcomes of the
IBA BSc programme (IBA).
This syllabus is meant to inform students
and teachers about the organisation of
the bachelor thesis course. Students are
expected to read this syllabus at the
start of their bachelor thesis project in
the first week of Module 11 (CHANGEL).
The Bachelor Thesis IBA project is
scheduled in the final semester (two
quartiles) of the IBA BSc Programme.
Your individual project will be part of an
IBA bachelor circle. You have to organise
and gain approval for your research
proposal within 201700184 Research
Proposal IBA Bachelor Thesis which is
organised in parallel with module 11
(CHANGEL). The following quartile is
reserved for the research and the writing
of
the
thesis
(in
exceptional
circumstances the research can be
deferred by one quartile under condition
of approval for the research proposal
being achieved in quartile 3).
Before being permitted to participate in
module 11 (CHANGEL) + 201700184
Research Proposal IBA Bachelor Thesis
you must have successfully completed
the obligatory IBA modules (1-6) and at
least one programme-related elective.
1.1

§

§
§

1.2

§

§

Deliverables

During the Bachelor Thesis IBA course,
you are expected to deliver:
§

§

§

§

Learning objectives

By the time you have completed the
Bachelor Thesis IBA course you are
expected to have shown proficiency in:
§
§

demonstrating
the
scientific
contribution and practical relevance
of your research;
providing
a
consistent,
wellstructured and well-argued text in
the format of a scientific paper;
planning and managing your own
learning process; and
presenting and defending the results
of your Bachelor Thesis IBA research
during the Students’ Bachelor Thesis
Conference.

A research proposal for your
individual research project, to be
developed within an IBA Bachelor
Thesis Circle as deliverable of
201700184 Research Proposal IBA
Bachelor Thesis;
Intermediate submissions of your
paper-in-progress, for example the
theoretical
framework,
methods
section, preliminary findings (to
schedule agreed with your graduation
committee)
An individual thesis, comparable to
a scientific paper, that fits the
template for the Students’ IBA
Bachelor Thesis Conference (and
meets the deadlines!).
Presentation of your results at the
IBA Bachelor Thesis Conference (in
the fourth quartile: 10 July 2018;
or, alternatively Q1 of 2018-2019:
8,9 or 10 November 2018).

1.3 Appropriate assignments for the
bachelor thesis

formulating a research question;
applying
fundamental
business
management
concepts
and/or
theories to analyse the research
question;
develop a research framework (a
model if applicable) and/or design a
solution for a business problem;
adopting a coherent research design,
and using appropriate data collection
and analysis techniques for the
validation of the empirical findings (if
applicable);

The Bachelor Thesis IBA course is a
research-oriented assignment, with welljustified choices concerning empirical or
design research that contributes to
existing knowledge on the topic chosen
and to ongoing research projects (in an
IBA-related field) within the UT.
The thesis project can be conducted at:
§

The University of Twente (a so-called
‘internal assignment’). An internal
assignment can involve the collection
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of data at external organizations, but
also working with an existing dataset
(secondary data).
§

version of the thesis. This is particularly
important with external assignments.
2. Thesis research projects and
bachelor thesis circles

A company (a so-called ‘external
assignment’) in which you will
conduct your research.

2.1

The first step in finding a research
project is reading the short descriptions
on blackboard of the various bachelor
research topics – rooted in our six
master specializations. You are advised
to reflect on the descriptions of offered
research topics at the start of module 11
(CHANGEL) on the Blackboard (BB) site
for the Bachelor Thesis IBA (201200015)
(even if you plan - or have agreed with
the study advisor - to complete your
bachelor thesis in the first quartile).
From the descriptions, you should
identify research topics that you are
potentially interested in. After careful
consideration, you can register for your
first and second choice of research topic.
Next, these preferences are used to
determine student demand for specific
research topics.

REMARK:

Note that an external
assignment
brings
additional
challenges. Delays may occur in
thesis progress: conducting external
assignments
(because
of
the
involvement
of
an
external
organisation) requires additional and
strong time management. The project
still needs to be carried out within a
bachelor thesis circle (see 2.1) and
the bachelor circle leader/your thesis
supervisor
must
approve
the
topic/assignment
before
any
agreement with the company can be
formalised.

§

Finding a research project

A foreign university (a so-called
‘international assignment’). You may
choose to participate in international
research provided you focus on
international management aspects
within a specific knowledge domain.

Popular research topics will then be
developed into more elaborated bachelor
thesis circles. In the 2nd week of
CHANGEL (12 February 2018), an
introductory lecture on the bachelor
thesis followed by a poster market is
organised to support you in selecting two
preferred bachelor thesis circles. After
the poster market, students register
their choice of bachelor thesis circles on
blackboard. In case this final choice is
not their earlier first of second
preference, they need to request formal
permission by sending a well-motivated
email to program management on the
day of the poster market. Please mind
that all Bachelor Thesis IBA projects
need to be embedded in a bachelor
thesis circle.

REMARK:
Preparations
for
an
international assignment should begin
at least two months prior to leaving
the
Netherlands.
Special
arrangements
for
international
assignments include identifying an
examiner requesting permission from
programme
management
before
leaving
the
Netherlands.
Again,
because another organisation is
involved, time management is very
important.

Note: as the Bachelor Thesis IBA is
oriented
towards
knowledge
development for society, the thesis itself
cannot be treated as a confidential
document. If you use sensitive empirical
data, it is your responsibility to ensure
the confidentiality of the data, analysis
and results. When you want to collect
data yourself you always need to obtain
permission from the ethics committee
before you start actual data collection
(see section 4). It is also your
responsibility to reach agreement with
the hosting organisation on a public

The leader of an IBA bachelor circle is a
qualified examiner (see Appendix 1) and
will be the first supervisor for each thesis
project in that circle unless otherwise
agreed with the examiners. Bachelor
thesis circles cover projects carried out
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in either the fourth or the following first
quartile.

•
•
•

REMARK: Possible topics for bachelor
theses are published once a year, and
are valid for the 4th and 1st quartile
(in both cases, participation needs to
be arranged within the third quartile,
during CHANGEL).

•

Based on the research proposal, a ‘go’ /
‘no-go’ decision regarding starting the
thesis research will be made. This will be
in the form of a pass or fail for
201700184
Research
Proposal
IBA
Bachelor Thesis. In the event of a ‘no-go’
decision, the student will not be allowed
to start the bachelor thesis research in
Q4, but will be allowed to work on a
resubmittal during Q4 so that a start can
be made in Q1. Only when the revision is
approved, the research can be executed
in the first quartile. Another option is to
formulate a new research proposal in
another
bachelor
circle.
For
this
procedure,
the
collaboration
and
commitment of the new bachelor circle
leader is crucial.

You are required to submit your
preference for a bachelor thesis circle on
12
February
2017
through
the
registration form on Blackboard.
Program management will attempt to
accommodate as much first preferences
as possible, but in case too many
students register for a bachelor thesis
circle, program management might
allocate you to your initial second
preference (or first preference in case
you requested permission for a third
choice), or a bachelor thesis circle with a
closely related topic.
Research proposal
Students start their actual research
project by writing a research proposal
(201700184 Research Proposal IBA
Bachelor Thesis) and submitting it to the
identified bachelor circle leader/first
supervisor
and
other
graduation
committee members (see 2.2).

In the event you as student disagree
with a received ‘no-go’ decision, you can
send an email to the programme director
at
programmedirector-iba-babms@utwente.nl. The email explaining
why you believe the decision is
inappropriate should be submitted within
two days after the ‘no-go’ decision.

Three meetings for all bachelor thesis
circles will be planned in quartile 3 to
support the setting up of the research
proposals.
To
prepare
for
these
meetings, assignments and methodology
resources will be included on the
Bachelor Thesis IBA Blackboard site.
These will include the preparation of
intermediate versions of the proposal for
feedback and improvement.

In all cases (revision or new proposal
development in Q4 for research in Q1),
students should explicitly involve the
study advisor (Mrs. Sanne Gritter Spuls) for guidance and help.
2.2 Supervision and Examiners
You will be supervised during the
development of the research proposal in
Q3, and the execution of the bachelor
thesis research in Q4 or Q1, by UT
teachers/researchers
(usually
BMS
faculty members) whose responsibility it
is to provide the necessary support
concerning the BSc Thesis project for
individual students and/or groups. For
each
individual
thesis
project,
a
graduation committee will be formed
consisting of at least two qualified

It is recommended that you use the
following outline for your research
proposal (4-5 A4 pages in total):

Title
•
•
•
•

Academic relevance
Practical relevance
Research design: incl. selection,
sampling, measurement, data
collection, and data analyses
Planning

Situation and complication
Research objective
Research question (!)
Theoretical framework: which theory/
theories do you plan to use?

University of Twente • The Faculty of Behavioral, Management and Social sciences
P.O.Box 217, 7500 AE Enschede, The Netherlands • http://www.utwente.nl/en/education/bms/

Page 4

examiners (see Appendix 1) who are
responsible for the grading of the
research proposal and the final thesis.
The leader of the bachelor circle, in
principle, also serves as the first
supervisor for all students enrolled in
that circle. In some cases, one or two
additional supervisors can be part of the
graduation committee but please mind
you always need 2 examiners from the
list in Appendix 1.

supervise the BSc student in the thesis
project.
The external supervisor can be viewed
as:
§ a ‘sparring partner’ with regard to the
project content;
§ a source of information with regard
to data acquisition and project
implementation;
§ an organisational gatekeeper in so far
this
is
relevant
to
project
implementation;
§ a process advisor during the project
implementation;
§ an advisor when it comes to
assessing the project’s results, the
thesis
and
the
student’s
performance.

A distinction is made between examiners
and supervisors. Examiners for the
bachelor thesis are appointed by the
Examination Board (a list of examiners is
included in the appendix, and an up-todate version is also published on the IBA
website). Each thesis will be graded by
two examiners, who usually also are the
first and second supervisors of the thesis
project. At least one of the examiners in
the graduation committee is required to
have a PhD; i.e. a dr.-title. Supervisors
who are not formal examiners act as
advisors in the grading process. This
might, for example, be PhD candidates
who are involving bachelor circle
students in their PhD project and/or an
external supervisor from a company or
other university.

Note: Although the external supervisor is
involved in the successful execution of
the thesis project, the UT examiners are
responsible for grading your Bachelor
Thesis in accordance to the IBA BSc
programme learning goals and related
criteria.
REMARK: The UT is not responsible for an
external project and will therefore not sign
thesis agreements with external parties.
This is a matter between student and
external organisation.

The first supervisor (in most cases the
bachelor circle leader) will be an expert
in the field of the bachelor thesis circle.
In some cases, the first supervisor will
co-operate
with
an
expert
PhD
researcher who, while perhaps not an
examiner, may take a coordinating role
in the bachelor circle. The second
supervisor, is invited to monitor, and
help if required, in the progress of the
thesis. Guidance includes reading and
assessing drafts and the final report
during
the
research
project,
and
assessing the presentation and defence
of the final thesis.

You should ensure that you have a
meeting together with both UT and
external advisor(s) at the very start of
your project.

2.3 Working
circles

in

Bachelor

Thesis

Every Bachelor Thesis project is a piece
of individual work, and is graded as
such. However, in research, co-operation
and discussion/debate with peers is
important. The bachelor thesis circles
offer an opportunity for such debate and
co-operation and to pool research effort
in a group with peers in order to obtain
better and timely results. Projects within
a bachelor thesis circle share a common
theme and so literature and insights into
developments can be shared. Initially,
project supervision will be organised as
group meetings in which active cooperation between students is essential.

External supervisor
When working on a thesis project in an
external organisation, it is essential that
you have a contact at the organisation
who acts as an external supervisor. This
external supervisor must have sufficient
knowledge and academic experience to
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Here, for example, formulating research
questions is a good example of an aspect
that can benefit from discussion with
peers.

Study activities in this course are mainly
individual work:
reading articles,
writing your research proposal,
conducting a peer review of other
research proposals,
§ writing the thesis (in article form)
and
§ presenting the thesis at the Students
Conference.
Besides
the
individual
work
we
encourage you to co-operate with your
peers, especially those in your bachelor
thesis
circle.
Peer
feedback
and
discussions on the content of your
research within the circle will help to
improve the quality of your thesis.
§
§
§

2.4 The thesis research
The official start of the research
component of the thesis work is marked
by the approval of the research proposal
and its formal registration (see 6.1). (≈
20 April 2018 when Q3 ends) and
registration in mobility online.
In general, students should meet with,
report to or be in contact with their
supervisor(s) every two/three weeks in
quartile 4 to monitor progress. It is
important to agree explicitly with your
first supervisor on the frequency and
mode. In the first half of the research
period (within five weeks of the start),
the graduation committee (i.e. the
qualified examiner members) may decide
to ask the programme director to cease
further supervision where the student is
perceived as failing to make sufficient
progress in the thesis project. In such
cases, the programme director will hear
both the student and the qualified
examiner members of the graduation
committee to decide whether a new
project should be started or the current
project can be continued in the next
quartile. In both options (continuation of
project after Q4 or starting new thesis
project) the research part of the thesis
project need to be planned and finalised
in Q1 of 2018-2019) In such situations,
students are encouraged to involve the
study advisor (Ms Sanne Gritter - Spuls)
for guidance and help. In the case of a
new thesis project a new approved
research proposal need to be available
before summer (deadline to be agreed
between new supervisor and student;
ultimate deadline for approval is 1
September 2018)

3. Assessment
The acceptance of the final thesis article
for the Students’ Conference depends on
a ‘green light’ decision (indicating that
both examiners in the graduation
committee agree that the thesis mark is
at least a 6).
REMARK: If the thesis quality is deemed
insufficient
at
this
deadline,
a
resubmission may be possible in the
subsequent quartile or a new thesis
project may need to be started at the first
available option. A student has to request
permission
to
resubmit
from
the
programme director, and in making such a
request the advice of the graduation
committee as well as the study advisor
should be included.

Once a completed thesis receives a
‘green light’, students still have the
opportunity to improve the thesis based
on the feedback provided by the
supervisor(s) with the possibility of
receiving a higher mark. Note that the
deadline for final submission of the
thesis still has to be respected.
Appendices 3a and 3b provide the
assessment matrices that supervisors
will use to evaluate your research
proposal
and
the
final
thesis
respectively. Please make sure you study
these.

2.5 Your role in this course
Be proactive and think in advance about
your research interests in business
studies, prepare for all the formalities
and read the necessary documents in
time.

The examiners in your graduation
committee will assess the research
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proposal for your bachelor thesis using
six criteria:
§ Problem analysis and theoretical
background
§ Research
project
rationale
/
motivation
§ Research project objective
§ Research question(s)
§ Methodological approach / research
design
§ Planning

4. Academic
and
responsible
conduct, Scientific Integrity
and Research Ethics
As the bachelor thesis is an academic
research project, scientific integrity
issues need to be considered. The
University of Twente subscribes to the
guidelines for scientific integrity as
specified in the Netherlands Code of
Conduct
for
Academic
Practice:
https://www.utwente.nl/en/organization/stru
cture/management/goodmanagement/#scientific-integrity.

The examiners in your graduation
committee assess the bachelor thesis
using eight criteria:
§ Research question
§ Literature review and theoretical
framework
§ Research method / design
§ Data collection and analysis /
Validation of the research design
§ Conclusions and recommendations /
Contribution to theory and practice
§ Thesis structure and style
§ Independence and professional skills
§ Oral presentation and defence

The European code of conduct and the
Singapore
statement
on
research
integrity are also relevant. As of October
1st, 2016, to ensure ethically responsible
research
practice,
employees
and
students from the Faculty of BMS can
only start research involving human
subjects only after their research
proposal has been ethically assessed.
Information
about
the
assessment
procedure and the ethical principles and
criteria used can be found at: https:
//www.utwente.nl/en/bms/research/ethics/.

See the assessment matrix (Appendix
3b) for the descriptions of the different
levels for these criteria. The final grade
is determined on an holistic approach in
which the quality of the content of the
thesis and the contribution of your
research/design to the relevant academic
field
weigh
more
heavily
than
performance at the oral presentation and
defence. You must achieve at least a 6 to
pass the Bachelor Thesis IBA Course.

The Faculty of Behavioural, Management
and Social Sciences (BMS) participates in
the
Principles
for
Responsible
Management Education (PRME) initiative
and has adopted its six principles:
http://www.unprme.org/about-prme/the-sixprinciples.php ).

In addition, we draw attention to the
advice
of
the
Royal
Netherlands
Academy of arts and sciences (KNAW) on
providing proper citations (in Dutch:

Each UT examiner will complete the
assessment
form
(Appendix
3b)
independently
before
the
thesis
presentation. Then, after the thesis
presentation, the examiners, advised by
other members of the graduation
committee, will fill out the final
assessment form and jointly determine
the mark.

www.knaw.nl/nl/actueel/publicaties/correct-ci
teren ) and the worldwide guidelines and

codes of conduct on all aspects of
publishing ethics established by the
committee on publication ethics (COPE)
(http://publicationethics.org/).
5. Publication and Confidentiality

Afterwards, you will be asked to
complete an online evaluation form
about this course, and we will use this
feedback to enhance its quality.

Your IBA bachelor thesis is a public
document and will be published through
the UT library repository in advance of
the IBA Bachelor Thesis conference.
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Only in very exceptional circumstances
will a thesis be classified as ‘confidential’.
A written request for confidentiality must
be submitted by the student, after
obtaining the agreement (i.e. signature)
in Q3 of the first supervisor, to the
Examination Board that then takes the
final decision. The Examination Board
may also decide that only a part of the
thesis contains confidential information.
A
thesis
that
is
then
labelled
‘confidential’ will not be freely accessible.
In
such
instances,
an
additional
publically accessible version of the thesis
must be submitted. A graduating student
will not receive the diploma supplement,
the formal document belonging to your
diploma that includes the grade list, until
the public version of the thesis is
uploaded.
6. Thesis formalities
6.1 Registering for
Thesis IBA course

the

Bachelor

Once the thesis research proposal is
approved, the student has to formally
register for their graduation project, the
Bachelor Thesis IBA, in the Mobility
Online application.
Students are responsible for checking
and ensuring that they fulfil the
requirements for starting the thesis
project
beforehand
(completing
all
obligatory IBA modules and one of the
programme’s related electives).
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Appendix 1: List of examiners for BSc Thesis IBA
The IBA Bachelors committee for a bachelor thesis project includes the supervisors of the
IBA bachelor thesis project. At least two members of a bachelor’s committee must be
approved examiners taken from the following list. The examiners are responsible for
assessing the bachelor thesis project and have to sign the assessment form. Other
supervisors have advisory roles in the assessment.

Appointed
Amrit, C
Beusichem, H.
Bliek, P.
Boer, H.F. de
Bondarouk, T.
Bos-Nehles, A.C.
Brinkman, J.G.
Brouwers-Ren, L.
Constantinides, E.
Daskalova, V.I.
Donnelly, S.
Dun, Desirée van
Ehrenhard, M.L.
Effing
Filho, M.
Franco Garcia, M.L.
Groen, A.J.
Harms, R.
Hatak, I
Heldeweg, M.A.
Henseler, J.
Hillegersberg, J
Hoffmann, P.
Hofman, E.
Huang, X.
Huijs
Iacob, M.E.
Joosten, R.A.M.G.
Kaap, H.G. van der
Kabir, M.R.
Kijl
Kolk, H. van der
Korotka, M.
Kuijpers, J.C.
Leede, J. de

( M7682958 )
( M7695743 )
( M7665589 )
( M7643513 )
( M7681030 )
( M7681891 )
( M7642268 )
( M7645648 )
( M7646749 )
( M7662441 )
( M7687239 )
( M7684820 )
( M7648397 )
( M7694407 )
(tba )
( M7686176 )
( M7641909 )
( M7689037 )
( M7662293 )
( M7644693 )
( M7660404 )
( M7682358 )
( M7683298 )
( M7681595 )
( M7693709 )
( M7640803 )
( M7685576 )
( M7647563 )
( M7647233 )
( M7692038 )
( M7685630 )
( M7642225 )
( M7699066 )
( M7661059 )
( M7643945 )

Loohuis, R.P.A.
Löwik, S.J.A.
Meijerink, J.G.
Need, A.
Nieuwenhuis, L.J.M.
Oost, E.C.J. van
Oukes, T.
Priante, A.
Raesfeld Meijer, A.M. von
Renkema, M.
Ruel, H.J.M.
Schiele, H.
Schotanus, F.
Schryver, T. de
Schuberth, F.
Schuur, P.C.
Sempel, J. M.
Smits, J.G.W.L.
Spil, A.A.M.
Stienstra, M.R.
Telgen, J.
Visscher, K.
Visser, M. de
Vos, F.G.S.
Vossensteyn, J.J.
Vries, S.A. de
Weerd-Nederhof
Wegen, L.L.M. van der
Wijnhoven, A.B.J.M.
Wilderom, C.P.M.
Zalewska-Kurek, K.
Zubair, S.M. (Siraj)

( M7690172 )
( M7684471 )
( M7689425 )
( M7692048 )
( M7645955 )
( M7640887 )
( M7696415 )
( M7661923 )
( M7642319 )
( M7660724 )
( M7641455 )
( M7692040 )
( M7645839 )
( M7692191 )
(tba )
( M7640158)
( M7642944)
( M7662272 )
( M7641985 )
( M7646543 )
( M7640714 )
( M7643268 )
( M7683492 )
( M7699198 )
( M7643552 )
( M7641370 )
( M7643816 )
( M7692038 )
( M7641953 )
( M7646440 )
( M7681210 )
( M7692975 )

Exception
Other staff members may be appointed as examiners for a specific thesis project by the
examination board. A student who wishes to have another member of the UT’s scientific
staff, who must be an expert in the field of the thesis project, appointed as an examiner
must submit a request giving the motivation to the examination board prior to starting
their bachelor thesis.
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Appendix 2: Planning for the IBA bachelor thesis project (general milestones for
proposal (Q3) + research (Q4))
Quartile – weeks
Research proposal (Q3)

Activity

Grading

Remarks

In parallel with CHANGEL
(module 11)

Prior to Q3

Quartile 3;
wk 1 :

Quartile 3;
wk 2: 12 February 2018
(note: kick-off meeting in
Q3 is also for students that
plan thesis project in Q1)

Enrol in OSIRIS for:
• 201700184 Research Proposal
IBA Bachelor Thesis
• IBA Bachelor Thesis (201200015)
Orientation regarding research
st
nd
topics 1 and 2 preference
§ Read descriptions of research
topics published on the
Bachelor Thesis IBA
(201200015) Blackboard site
Selection of preferred bachelor
thesis circles and group forming
§ 12 February 2018 the kick-off of
BSc thesis project (Introduction
lecture, speed dating and &
poster market).
§ Subscribe for preferred
bachelor thesis circles
(Deadline 12 February 2018)
Grouping for bachelor thesis circles
will be announced on February 14,
2018.
Students:
§ Three meetings of bachelor
thesis circles with mandatory
and active participation.

Quartile 3;

§

Submission of the research
proposal to graduation
committee (deadline 15 April
2018).

Graduation Committee:
Go/No-go decision regarding
approval.
Research
th
4 quartile
Quartile 4;

Quartile 4;
Deadline to be
agreed with

Students select and
subscribe to two
research topics

Students select,
subscribe and are
assigned to a
bachelor thesis
circle.

Approval of research
proposal:
1. Go/no-go decision for
starting the BSc thesis
project.
2. Pass/fail evaluation of
201700184
Research Proposal
IBA Bachelor Thesis
In case of no-go, student
has to resubmit proposal
(in quartile 4 or in next
year)

Students:
registration in
Mobility Online for
participation in IBA
BSc thesis. Mobility
online form for
approval of thesis
research proposal
needs to be
delivered together
st
with proposal to 1
examiner.

st

1 quartile
Quartile 1;

Quartile 1;
Wk 5

Students:
intermediate submission(s) of
the paper-in-progress
Students:
intermediate submission for
go/no-go decision
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Students will be
involved in peerreviews

examiners
Quartile 4;
Deadline
29 May 2018
12:00

Quartile 4;
19 June 2018
at noon

Quartile 1;
Wk 5

Graduation committee assessment
of likelihood of timely and sufficient
completion of the project

Quartile 1;
Wk: 7-8

Students:
§
pre-final thesis submission

Go/no-go decision
regarding sufficient
progress to finish the
BSc thesis project

Supervisors inform
BOZ and
programme
coordinator (C.
Huijs) of decision

Green-light decision for
finishing BSc thesis
project (examiners sign
green-light form in the
case of positive decision)

Students deliver
green-light form to
BOZ.

Thesis should be submitted in a
conference format (according to
template)

26 June 2018

Graduation Committee:
§ Green-light decision + feedback
communicated to student

Quartile 4;
2 July 2018 (or
earlier date set
by/agreed with
supervisor)
Quartile 4;
3 July 2018

Quartile 1;
Week8- 9

Students:
§ final submission of the thesis to
supervisors

Quartile 1;
Week 9-10
Monday

Quartile 4;
Wednesday
10 July 2018

Quartile 1;
Week 10
Thursday
or Friday

Students:
§ final submission of the thesis to
University of Twente Student
theses repository and by mail to
the programme coordinator
IBA BSc Thesis Conference
Students:
§ Present Thesis
2 examiners:
§ At conference to grade thesis

Final grade for the thesis
Students complete the
evaluation forms and join
the LinkedIn group of
(I)BA BSc alumni.
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Thesis should be
submitted in a
conference format
(according to
template)
Thesis should be
submitted in a
conference format
(template in BB of
thesis)
Graduation
ceremony after the
conference (for all
students who have
successfully
completed their
thesis; best-paper
awards).

Appendix 3a: Bachelor Thesis Research proposal Assessment Matrix (matrix implemented in Blackboard grade centre)
Assessment criteria \ level

Insufficient

Satisfactory

Problem analysis and
theoretical background

Reflects limited understanding of
subject matter and/or demonstrates
limited understanding of theoretical
concepts in the field.

Reflects an understanding of
subject matter and demonstrates an
understanding of theoretical concepts
in the field.

Reflects mastery of subject matter and
demonstrates mastery of theoretical
concepts in the field.

Research project rationale /
motivation

Almost no link of the project with the
scientific literature and/or almost no
argumentation of added value of
research project.
Demonstrates limited critical thinking
skills.

Adequate explanation of the added
value of the project based on
scientific literature and use of a loose
conceptual framework.
Demonstrates acceptable critical
thinking skills.

Research project objective

Objectives are poorly defined

Objectives are clear

Project motivation includes added value
based on critical evaluation of the
literature; use of a clear conceptual
framework. A research gap has been
found in the literature and addressed in
the project. Exhibits mature, refined
critical thinking skills.
Objectives are well defined

Research question(s)

Unclear or inadequate question(s)

Clear and specific question(s)

Clear, specific and well-defined
question(s)

Research design /
Methodological approach

Research design inappropriate to
research questions.
Expectations regarding theoretical and
practical implications and limitations not
included or inappropriate.
Unclear and/or unrealistic planning
and/or not taking into account
availability of resource.

Adequate research design and
appropriately justified including
expectations about theoretical and
practical implications and limitations.

Profound and critical explanation of a
well-defined research method and clear
expectations about theoretical and
practical implications and limitations.

Realistic and clear planning that takes
into account availability of resources.

Planning demonstrates proactive
thinking and takes account of risks,
limitations and uncertainties.

Planning of the project

2

Final Score (pass/fail )

Feedback:

2

Very good

All criteria need to be at least at the level ‘satisfactory’ in order to obtain a ‘pass’
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Appendix 3b: Bachelor Thesis Assessment Matrix
Student Name:
Assessment
criteria
Research
question

Student number:
≤5

6

7

8

9

10

Unclear

Broad

Clear and specific

Clear, specific and
well-defined

Clear, specific, welldefined and original

Excellent and
innovative

Literature
review &
Theoretical
framework

Almost no link with
the scientific literature

Limited explanation of
the scientific literature

Adequate explanation
of the scientific
literature; use of a
loose conceptual
framework

Well-explained and
somewhat critical
description of the
literature; use of a
clear conceptual
framework

Critical evaluation of
the literature; use of a
very clear conceptual
framework

Excellent; Profound
and critical evaluation
of the literature
leading to a very clear
conceptual framework

Research
method / design

Disorganised; not
based on the
scientific literature

Limited explanation;
vaguely justified using
the scientific literature

Adequate
explanation;
appropriately justified
using the scientific
literature

Well-explained and
well-justified using the
scientific literature

Profound and critical
explanation and
evaluation of the
research method

Excellent; original and
innovative method.

Data collection
and analysis /
Validation of the
design

Inadequately
described; unclear
analysis

Rather limited
explanation; clear
analysis

Adequate
explanation; clear
analysis

Well-explained; very
clear analysis and
validation

Profound
demonstration of data
collection and
analysis; very clear
validation

Excellent; application
of latest, broad and
in-depth analytical
techniques, and
validation

Conclusions &
recommendatio
ns /
Contribution to
theory
Conclusions &
recommendatio
ns /
Contribution to
practice

Vague

Clear but not based
on the reported
findings

Conclusions based on
the reported findings;
appropriate
recommendations for
future research

Conclusions firmly
based on the reported
findings; valuable
recommendations for
future research

Profound conclusions;
original
recommendations for
future research

Excellent; original and
innovative
contribution to the
existing knowledge on
the subject

Vague

Clear but not based
on the reported
findings

Conclusions based on
the reported findings;
appropriate
recommendations for
practice, practical
implications

Conclusions firmly
based on the reported
findings; valuable
recommendations for
practice, practical
implications

Profound conclusions;
original
recommendations for
practice, practical
implications

Excellent; original and
innovative
recommendations for
practice, practical
implications
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≤5

6

7

8

9

10

Writing
structure and
style

Poor; illogical
structure

Clear and consistent

Clear and consistent;
adequately expressed

Clear and consistent;
well-expressed;
appropriately argued

Very clear and
consistent structure;
strong arguments

Excellent; enthuses
and engages the
reader

Independence
and
professional
skills

Reliant on
supervisors; poor
demonstration of
timely and wellprepared
communication and
other skills
Scrappy presentation;
ambiguous answers

Not very independent;
satisfactory
demonstration of
skills

Semi-independent;
good demonstration
of skills

Rather independent;
very good
demonstration of
skills

Very independent;
superior
demonstration of
skills

Excellent; superior
demonstration of
skills, and helped
other perform better
in their project

Satisfactory

Good

Very good; clear
demonstration of
engagement with the
subject

Very good; superior
demonstration of
engagement with the
subject

Excellent; superb
demonstration of
engagement with the
subject

Oral
presentation
and defence

FINAL MARK:
Comments (if any):

Date:
Name of Examiner 1:

Name of Examiner 2:

Signature:

Signature:
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