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 MARK BENTUM
On the 1st of September 2023, Professor Mark 

Bentum was appointed by the TU/e Executive 

Board as dean of the Department of Electrical 

Engineering (EE). Bentum graduated from the 

University of Twente in 1991 with a degree in 

Electrical Engineering and obtained his PhD in 

1995. For the past 25 years, he has worked at 

ASTRON, the Dutch institute for radio astronomy, 

where he served as head of the Astronomy 

& Operations department in recent years. In 

addition, he was an Associate Professor at UT 

from 2008 to 2017. Since 2017, he has been a 

part-time professor of Radio Science at TU/e’s 

Electromagnetics research group. •

 AKARSH GOPAL 
Akarsh Gopal took up his position as Software 

Engineer at Rocket Factory Augsburg in Germany 

in October 2023. Gopal graduated from the UT in 

2020 with a BSc in Technology and Liberal Arts 

and Sciences (UCT ATLAS). He has since worked 

as a research and software engineer in both the 

Netherlands and Germany and co-founded two 

startups. •

 VEDRAN ZANCHI
In October 2023, Vedran Zanchi started his 

secondment as a Business Innovation and Change 

Management Consultant for the UN World Food 

Programme in Rome, Italy. Vedran graduated from 

UT’s MSc programme Sustainable Energy Technology 

in 2021 and also worked at Shell during his studies. 

Since then, he has been part of the Boston Consul-

ting Group’s Budapest office and worked on projects 

in Europe, the Middle East and Southeast Asia. •

UT’ERS ON 
THE MOVE

 BART SATTLER 
As of September, Bart Sattler started as 

acting Regional Ambassador for the Southern 

Netherlands at the Ministry of Economic Affairs 

and Climate (EKZ) in The Hague. In this role he 

connects the Ministry of Economic Affairs and 

Climate Policy with the regional governments, 

companies and knowledge institutions in the 

provinces of North Brabant and Limburg. Bart 

moved from Berlin, where he worked as an 

innovation advisor for the Dutch Embassy. After 

his UT studies in Industrial Engineering and Ma-

nagement, he fulfilled various policy and diplo-

matic roles at the Ministry of Economic Affairs 

and Climate, in both the USA and Europe.” •

ALUMNI NEWS

WITH NEARLY 60,000 ALUMNI IN 

173 COUNTRIES, NOT A DAY GOES BY 

WITHOUT AN INTERESTING CAREER 

STEP OR PROFESSIONAL SUCCESS 

TO CELEBRATE! WOULD YOU LIKE TO 

SHARE AN ACHIEVEMENT WITH THE UT 

COMMUNITY? A PROMOTION, AWARD, 

PUBLICATION OR MAYBE EVEN A BOOK? 

WE’D LOVE TO HEAR ABOUT IT! PLEASE 

SEND ALL THE DETAILS ALONG WITH A 

PHOTO TO ALUMNI@UTWENTE.NL.
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 PIETER THOMASSON
In October 2023, Pieter Thomasson joined 

Semco Maritime as Vice President APAC, 

Renewables in Singapore. With this switch, 

he continues his career in the field of offshore 

wind energy in the Asia-Pacific region. For 

this new position, Thomasson bids farewell to 

Heerema, where he was employed for 13 years. 

Thomassen graduated from the Applied Physics 

programme at the UT in 2005. He lives with his 

wife and their three children in Singapore.•
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ALUMNI NEWS

DIGITAL ALUMNI SERVICES 
AT YOUR DISPOSAL

Twitter: @alumniUTwente Facebook: Alumni Universiteit Twente Instagram: @alumniutwenteSOCIAL MEDIA

Did you know that as a UT alumnus, you have 
a range of digital services at your disposal? From 
access to the digital library with academic articles 
to the alumni newsletter featuring interesting and 
inspiring stories every month. Below, we highlight 
three of these digital services.  

>> JSTOR
	 UT alumni have access to tens of thousands of 
articles and over two thousand leading scientific 
journals in all disciplines. In cooperation with the 
University Library, the UT Alumni Office offers 
its alumni access to the online JSTOR database. 
Navigate to ‘library’ in the alumni portal, log in to 
JSTOR and easily access your favourite journals 
and scientific articles! 

>> GOODHABITZ 
	 Even after your studies, you can continue 
to develop and challenge yourself. To this end, 
UT alumni can make free use of GoodHabitz, an 

online learning platform where you can find more 
than 150 online courses in a wide range of fields. 
Ranging from strategy to social intelligence, from 
digital skills to personal leadership. There are 
interesting courses for everyone! Go to ‘library’ in 
the alumni portal and log in to GoodHabitz.

>> MONTHLY ALUMNI NEWSLETTER
	 Receive inspiring alumni stories, interesting 
initiatives and special events and activities for and 
by alumni in your digital mailbox every month. 

STAY UP TO DATE 
	 If you are not receiving the newsletter, your 
e-mail address has changed, or if you want 
access to JSTOR or GoodHabitz but you have lost 
your login details for the alumni 
portal, please let us know. Send a 
message to alumni@utwente.nl 
or update your details via this  
QR code:

Text & photo: Alumni Office

Meet Magali 
Coello, UT  
alumni officer
In September, Magali Coello joined 
the Alumni Office at the University of 
Twente. With her broad international 
background and experience, she is a 
valuable addition to the team and will 
help to further build up UT’s alumni 
community. If you are thinking of 
organising an alumni event, setting 
up an alumni activity or if you would 
like to get in touch with fellow UT 
alumni, please contact Magali at 
m.coellocasian@utwente.nl.
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HIGHLIGHTING TWENTE’S  
STRENGTHS IN BRUSSELS
Since the last alumni event in Brussels took place in 2019, the recent gathering in the city is long overdue. The alumni meeting in October 
coincided with the European Week of Regions and Cities and was organised by the UT Alumni Office in collaboration with the Twente Board 
management to highlight the strengths of the Twente region in the European context. During the meeting, reflections were shared by Enschede 
mayor and UT alumnus Roelof Bleker, Twente Board director Victor-Jan Leurs and European Commission policy officer and UT alumna Sevim 
Aktas. Thanks to the help of local alumni volunteers, more Twente activities are set to follow in Brussels early next year! •
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LEAVING A LAST GIFT  
	 WHAT IF? Even if you are no longer 
here, you can mean a lot to future 
generations at the University of Twente. 
By leaving a legacy to the UT, new 
generations of students can develop 
themselves further and our research can 
make a valuable contribution to society. 
Are you considering including the UT in 
your will? We would be happy to discuss 
the possibilities with you. 

For more information  
go to our website

TWENTE UNIVERSITY FUND

SUPPORT CARE  
FOR YOUNG LIFE  
Professor Jutta Arens, engineering 

organ support technologies

SUPPORT INNOVATIVE 
STUDENTS  
Lundi Snoeck, Technical Medicine 

student, team manager Electric 

Superbike Twente

SUPPORT TALENT 
Mohmad Abumery, Business  

& IT student from Gaza 

KIPAJI SCHOLARSHIP

SUPPORT COLLECTING UT 
CAMPUS STORIES  

TEAM UP FOR 
TALENT! LAUNCH ANNUAL CAMPAIGN 2024

FOUR NEW SPECIAL PROJECTS

YOUR DONATION COUNTS EVERY SINGLE YEAR
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DID YOU KNOW?   
- �100% of your donation will be spent  

on your desired purpose
- �We’re available to talk about your own  

interests and wishes
- �You can donate with a tax 

benefit 

Read more about the projects by scanning the QR codes or go to www.utwente.nl/team-up-for-talent.
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IMPACT OF 75 YEARS OF 
TWENTE UNIVERSITY FUND
Started in 1948 as a lobby for a technical college in the east of the Netherlands, the 
foundation was converted into a college fund (later a university fund) in 1961. Since 
then, the fund has been committed to the growth and prosperity of the UT and the UT 
community. What have we made possible over the years? 

The Twente University Fund has officially been classified as a charity 

by the Tax Administration. The Foundation has been given the status of 

ANBI (Public Benefit Organisation, PBO). This means that donations to 

the fund are tax deductible under certain conditions. Visit our website 

at www.utwente.nl/ufonds for more information.

Contact: 
Maurice Essers, director: 

06 238 218 36 or 

m.l.g.essers@utwente.nl
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STUDENT 
STUDY TRIPS

STAFF HOUSING 
IN THE FIRST 

YEARS

STUDENT 
TEAMS

SCHOLARSHIPS 
AND AWARDS

STUDENT  
ACTIVITIES  
AND SYMPOSIA

CAMPUS 
FACILITIES

STARTING UP 
ASSOCIATIONS

RESEARCH
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RESEARCH Photos:	 Rikkert Harink
Text: 	 Kees Wesselink-Schram 

NATURE AS  
A CIVIL  
ENGINEER
THE WATER ENGINEERING AND MANAGEMENT DEPARTMENT 

STUDIES NATURAL DEFENCES AGAINST WATER. THIS ‘NATURE-

BASED ENGINEERING’ DOES NOT JUST REVOLVE AROUND CIVIL 

ENGINEERING AND WATER, BUT ALSO ECOLOGY, FOR EXAMPLE. 

‘NATURE HAS ALWAYS BEEN CHANGING, BUT NEVER AS 

ABRUPTLY AS IT DOES NOW.’
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‘We want to make  

nature-based thinking  

mainstream’

The Netherlands has been fighting a battle against water for 
centuries. This symbolism of water as the enemy was popular among 
20th-century engineers. In the 21st century, there is more focus on 
natural processes and we speak of water management instead. But 
what will the Dutch water landscape look like in another century? The 
Water Engineering and Management department seeks the balance 
between nature and human needs.

NATURE-BASED
	 In nature-based engineering, the aim is to build in collaboration 
with nature. Kathelijne Wijnberg is a professor of Coastal Systems and 
Nature-based Engineering and researches these and other natural 
solutions for coastal protection. She explains the concept: ‘A well-
known example is the Sand Motor, an artificial sand dune near Kijkduin. 
We used to dump a lot of sand on the coast every few years to prevent 
erosion, but in doing so we disrupted the ecosystem. The Sand Motor 
uses natural currents to gradually add sand to the beach and dunes 
over many years, ensuring that the dunes remain a safe water barrier 
while allowing vulnerable nature to flourish.’

	 The concept of nature-based engineering is not black and white. 
You cannot simply label technological solutions as either ‘nature-based’ 
or not. As Wijnberg points out: ‘It’s a spectrum where, at one end, you 
let nature take its course completely and at the other end, you have a 
strictly technological solution.’ Denie Augustijn, Associate Professor of 
Civil Engineering, adds: ‘The purest form of nature-based engineering 
is, for example, allowing a river free rein, but we don’t have that kind of 
space in a country like the Netherlands.’

BEE HIGHWAY
	 There is, in fact, a wide range of different measures by which you 
can cooperate with nature to a greater extent in water management. 
Augustijn gives a few examples: ‘In one of our studies, we’re 
investigating what effect herb-rich plants have on the strength of a 
dike. These plants have a much more varied root layer than the grass 
that usually grows there. And in addition to creating a sturdy dike, all 
these beautiful flowering plants also form a kind of bee highway.’
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	 ‘We actively seek out cooperation in these areas, not just with 
water managers but also with ecologists, among others. Nature-based 
engineering serves many different functions in nature. Besides acting 
as wave breakers, our salt marshes in the Wadden Sea are important 
for biodiversity and CO2 storage. This natural coastal protection 
preserves all kinds of unique species and captures CO2 while also 
reducing waves. If you can maintain all these functions, you kill several 
birds with one stone.’

	 All these different interests often result in complex challenges. 
‘It’s about finding the right balance. We want to base processes on 
nature as much as possible, without neglecting the importance of other 
functions. For instance, how can you give the river as much space as 
possible without it immediately overflowing if there are heavy rains. 
And if you give a river or stream free rein, you want to avoid one farmer 
suddenly gaining more land at the expense of another.’

CLIMATE CHANGE 
	 Despite the complex challenges, water managers are increasingly 
turning to these more natural solutions. This is largely due to the effects 
of climate change. ‘According to the most recent climate scenarios by 
the Royal Netherlands Meteorological Institute (KNMI), it’s possible 
that the sea level will rise by seventeen metres by the year 2300,’ says 
Augustijn. ‘With such prospects, there is no point in continually raising 
dikes. We need to come up with much more resilient solutions.’ 
	 Wijnberg points out that accelerated climate change is forcing us 
to rethink our approach. ‘Nature has always been changing, but never 
as abruptly as it does now. With our highly urbanised delta, we are 
now facing challenges. We need to consider whether to stick with our 
current approach or adapt to the changing nature.’

SUSTAINABILITY
	 ‘At the same time, it’s important to stay realistic. Nature-based 
is not the solution to all problems.’ For example, there is still only 
limited knowledge about its sustainability. This is what Markus 
Berger, professor of Multidisciplinary Water Management, focuses 
on. ‘The problem is that everyone assumes that natural solutions are 
sustainable,’ Berger explains. ‘But how ‘green’ are they really? Just take 
the Sand Motor; all that sand has to come from somewhere. The impact 
of such concessions is still often overlooked.’ 

	 Berger also explores the life cycle of nature-based engineering, 
a relatively new approach. He emphasises its complexity: ‘Natural 
processes - like nature itself - don’t really have a finite lifespan. We need 
to compare traditional and nature-based solutions in order to develop 
protocols to properly analyse the life cycles of nature-based solutions.’
	 Ultimately, the researchers want to ensure that water managers 
draw inspiration from nature in a more structural way. ‘We want to 
make nature-based thinking mainstream,’ Augustijn stresses. It’s all 
about finding the right balance between the many different needs of 
society and nature; embracing adaptability. •

‘Raising dikes? We need  

to come up with much  

more resilient solutions’
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In order to realise this, ECIU University 

and University of Twente adopt a new 

approach to research, learning and 

innovation. We bring together students 

and scientists with government, 

businesses and citizens to identify 

urgent, definable problems across all 

societal domains, from transport and 

mobility to the energy transition or a 

smart circular economy. We then form 

international, multidisciplinary teams 

and help to solve complex societal 

problems through a challenge-based 

approach. Do you work for a public or 

private organisation and would you like 

to make an active contribution to this 

new learning programme? Then we  

are looking for you! Marike Boertien 

(Novel-T, University of Twente):  ‘We see 

challenges as an opportunity to build 

long-term relations within our ecosystem. 

Students, researchers and stakeholders 

working together to solve a challenge is 

a powerful mix of creativity and 

innovation and we hope you want  

to join us.’ 

WHO WE ARE
The European Consortium of 
Innovative Universities (ECIU) 

 12 universities, one open community 

  12 inspiring campuses in multiple 
European cities 

  12 connected regional ecosystems  

of universities, businesses and civic 

society 

  12 partners offering countless 

combinations of education, research 
& innovation opportunities 

  12 challengers of conventional 

thinking

  One transformational approach to 

on- and offline education, research 

and innovation 

We would definitely like to get 
in touch with you as a challenge 
provider
“

The challenges society faces today are complex and far-reaching. More 

than ever, they call for the collaboration of many different, complementary 

stakeholders. At ECIU University, of which University of Twente is a partner, 

our vision is to help solve these complex challenges and make society 

futureproof by collaborating at local, national and international levels.

TACKLING 
GLOBAL 

PROBLEMS  
AT LOCAL, 

NATIONAL AND 
INTERNATIONAL 

LEVEL

 VISIT UTWENTE.NL/ECIU




