




INTERVIEW

negotiations. We keep track of everything, week after week.’ On top 
of that, the Cabinet is continuously focused on the outside world, 
on what Europeans think. ‘We receive a lot of correspondence 
from citizens who need a response, we prepare briefings and go on 
missions abroad, where Timmermans represents the EU as European 
climate envoy.’ 

	 Agotha points to some examples on the whiteboard with 
reminders behind him. ‘Every day is different. This morning, the new 
Turkish ambassador paid Timmermans a visit; a lot of preparation 
goes into that. Afterwards, I had a meeting about the rule of law in 
Hungary and talked to people from the Tony Blair Institute about a 
possible visit.’

	 The alumnus describes his office as an absolute privilege. ‘What 
we do is meaningful and has an impact. Just look at our efforts 
to fight global deforestation and plastic pollution, to promote the 
energy transition, for cleaner air, fresher water, and greener cities. 
Things are moving very fast. COVID-19 led to an acceleration in the 
transition, and on top of that came the war, which propelled the 
efforts even further as a geopolitical argument. Sometimes, people 
don’t realise how significant these changes are, but ‘business as 
usual’ is not an option. Ultimately, the costs of doing nothing are far 
too high.’ 

	 Twenty-seven Member States - all of which have a slightly 
different perspective on matters - have to collectively come to 
decisions that are supported by the Commission, Parliament and the 
Member States themselves. That, according to Agotha, can make 

the job difficult at times. Patience is a requirement. ‘But patience 
sounds too passive. Tenacity, or an actively patient attitude, would 
be a better term. If you don’t look at Twitter, you can say that the 
European Union has been doing very well in recent years compared 
to other major powers, and we’re not even a country.’

FRIDAYS FOR FUTURE
	 While his gaze is firmly focused on Europe, Agotha also keeps a 
close eye on Dutch politics. He does not want to make any political 
statements about the hot topics at the UT, such as the debate 
on internationalisation or the clash between activists and the 
fossil industry. ‘But in general, I think studying in an international 
environment is incredibly valuable. It makes for better citizens and 
smarter academics. As a diplomat, I also think you always have to 
keep talking to each other, especially to the people you disagree 
with. The climate challenge is existential in nature and in order to 
face it we need everyone, including fossil companies. Eventually, 
the fossil fuel era will come to an end, and the companies in that 
industry are aware of that. And yes, sometimes protesters’ views 
are more radical than what politics can do, but as Timmermans 
often says: without Fridays for Future demonstrations, there 
wouldn’t have been a Green Deal.’

	 Agotha will continue to support Timmermans in his work until 
the European elections in June 2024. He does not yet know what the 
future holds for him. What he does know is that he will continue to 
keep an eye on the UT from Brussels. ‘If we look to the future, what 
we need most is innovation. And that’s exactly what the UT is rightly 
renowned for. My dream is for the four technical universities to work 
together even more closely and intensively. Isn’t that a great way to 
show our strength on the world stage?’

	 With that question, Agotha concludes his story. After all, work 
never stops in the Berlaymont building. With his access card, he 
opens the exit of the high-security building. Outside, the sun is still 
shining just as brightly as in Agotha’s campus memories. •

‘My love for baseball  

was born in Enschede’
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COLUMN

It’s a secret. A secret known to precious few. This small group of 
insiders has allowed me to reveal something. For this secret might 
explain certain phenomena; but it goes deeper than that. Deeper 
than what your eyes can see. Deeper than the surface. 

	 Our campus is vast. That means you sometimes have to walk or 
cycle for ages to get from one building to another. Not a big deal if 
you have the time and the sun is shining. But extremely frustrating 
if you have to rush to the next lecture or meeting and it’s raining 
cats and dogs. So you grab your bike, dash off and arrive at your 
destination soaking wet. Only to discover that the person you 
just saw at the previous location is already there: dry hair, freshly 
brewed coffee in hand, laptop already open. How is that possible?

	 The secret: there’s an underground campus. Under the grass 
and roads lies a network of pathways connecting all the buildings. 
It was built at the time of the Cold War, which began after the 
Second World War ended and created great tensions between 
the capitalist countries with the United States as the figurehead 
and the communist countries led by the Soviet Union. There were 
threats of war, nuclear weapons and land grabs.

	 In the Netherlands, too, people were afraid that the Russians 
were coming. So it's not surprising that shelters were built all 
over the country to keep people safe from missiles and nuclear 
bombs. Our campus was also built around that time: the first 
buildings were erected in 1961. And beneath them, radiation-proof 
shelters. In order to pull the wool over the eyes of the enemy, this 
information was confidential. What was even more secret were the 
corridors connecting the shelters. As wide as a decent-sized bike 
path. With every new building, corridors were added, creating an 
intricate system. 

	 The entrances were cleverly hidden, in innocent-looking 
cupboards, behind grilles. And have you ever wondered why 
there’s a little church in the pond in front of Vrijhof?  

	 The fall of the Berlin Wall in 1989 officially marked the end of 
the Cold War. However, the underground system is still intact. The 
lighting works. There are old-fashioned telephones on the walls. 
The ventilation runs through the High Pressure Lab. There are bunk 
beds in the shelters.

	 Only a small group of insiders knows this. It’s their job to get 
others to safety should the need arise. Did someone graduate 
or find a job elsewhere? Then they look for a successor. Not 
necessarily someone high up the ladder, but someone they trust, 
someone willing to help others. So perhaps that shy student is 
one of the insiders. Or that library worker. Or your colleague. And 
yes, sometimes they use the corridors to avoid getting wet when it 
rains and they need to get to another building quickly.

	 Our world looks less peaceful now than it did at the time the 
Wall fell. The war between Russia and Ukraine may spread over 
larger territory. China may also pose a threat. I think the shelters 
are somewhat too cramped for the current university community, 
but I would guess that the entire corridor system is large enough to 
provide some protection.

	 Some people dismiss this system as a fantasy. But I’d rather 
think of it as a tall but inspirational tale! •

Hiska Bakker
Historian, journalist and presenter at Studium Generale

THE UNDER- 
GROUND 
CAMPUS 

Photo: 	 Rikkert Harink
Text: 	 Hiska Bakker

39

04 • 2023



40

2009

2011 2015

1990
 RON VAN KEMENADE
As of June 2023, Ron van Kemenade has become 

group Chief Operating Officer (COO) of the London 

based Lloyds Banking Group. He is thus bringing 

to an end nearly 20 years at ING which he joined 

back in 2003, and was appointed as the bank’s 

Chief Information Officer (CIO) in 2013, and as 

Chief Technology Officer (CTO) in 2021. Van 

Kemenade studied Public Administration at UT 

from 1983 to 1990, and previously to ING also 

worked as General Manager Internet at Postbank 

N.V. and Director Consumer Internet and Media 

Services at KPN. •

 LIANG HIAH 
Liang Hiah has become a Principal Product Designer 

at Zalando in Berlin as of June 2023. Hiah finished 

his Bachelor’s and Master’s study in Psychology 

at UT in 2011 and afterwards completed a PDEng 

at TU Eindhoven in User-System Interaction. Prior 

to Zalando Hiah has worked as a user experience 

designer in the Netherlands at Nedap, Baker 

Hughes, MakerLab NL, and in Sweden at H&M and 

Electrolux where his last position was as Head of 

Product & UX. •

 JAAP VREESWIJK
Jaap Vreeswijk has been working as Senior Consul-

tant Sustainable Mobility at Arcadis since May 2023. 

Prior to that, he has been active in a variety of natio-

nal and international research activities in different 

roles like specialist, project manager and facilitator 

in collaboration with pubic and private organizations. 

Vreeswijk completed a Bachelor’s and Master’s de-

gree in Civil Engineering & Management at UT from 

2001 to 2006, as well as a PhD on the topic of ‘Travel 

Choice Behavior’ from 2009 to 2015. •

UT’ERS ON 
THE MOVE

 JUAN JAUREGUI BECKER 
After 6 years in Barcelona Juan Jauregui Becker 

has moved back to the Netherlands and since 

April is a business consultant and senior project 

manager at Huygens Engineers in Hengelo. Jau-

regui graduated from the Mechanical Enginee-

ring study at the UT in 2006 and also completed 

a PhD at Twente in 2010 on the topic of enginee-

ring design automation. Following 8-years as an 

assistant professor at the UT and Smart Industry 

consultant at Symbol B.V., he worked as, Digital 

Transformation Manager at the Mobile World 

Capital Barcelona and most recently as Funder 

in the E-Health start-up Digito Medica, acquired 

by Better Care in November 2022.  •

ALUMNI NEWS

WITH NEARLY 60,000 ALUMNI IN 173 

COUNTRIES THERE IS NOT A DAY THAT 

GOES BY WITHOUT INTERESTING CAREER 

MOVES OR PROFESSIONAL SUCCESSES 

TO CELEBRATE! DO YOU HAVE AN 

ACHIEVEMENT TO SHARE WITH FELLOW 

UT’ERS? A JOB PROMOTION, AWARD, 

PUBLISHED PAPER OR PERHAPS A BOOK? 

THEN WE WOULD LOVE TO HEAR ABOUT 

IT SO SEND THE DETAILS ALONG WITH A 

PHOTO TO ALUMNI@UTWENTE.NL.

2006
 MARLOUS REIJS
In April 2023 Marlous Reijs began as Head of 

Marketing and Fundraising at Alzheimer Nether-

lands. In this role she is board member and res-

ponsible for the full income of the organisation. 

Reijs studied Communications at the University 

of Twente between 2002 and 2006 and while a 

student also served as a board member of the 

UT Student Union. Following graduation, she 

started the Nestlé Young Talent Programme and 

for over a decade has worked in various interna-

tional marketing, sales and digital roles across 

different divisions of the company including 

Nescafé, Nestlé Infant Nutrition Benelux with 

the last position being Marketing Manager and 

eBusiness Manager Food Benelux.•

CAMPUS



ALUMNI NEWS

'THERE IS A 
SOUL IN OUR 
MACHINES'
ALUMNI RICHARD DROSTE OF ASML, ENTREPRENEUR/INVESTOR ANKE HUISKES 

AND RAOUL ZAAL OF SYNTILIO ARE THE THREE PROMINENT SPEAKERS AT THE 

ALUMNI TALKS 2023 ON FRIDAY 6 OCTOBER. HOW DID THEY GET TO WHERE 

THEY ARE TODAY AFTER COMING FROM TWENTE? WHAT IS THE PASSION 

THAT MAKES THEM DO WHAT THEY DO? AND WHAT DEVELOPMENTS DO THEY 

FORESEE, FROM THEIR RESPECTIVE DISCIPLINES, FOR THE FUTURE? 

Twitter: @alumniUTwente Facebook: Alumni Universiteit Twente Instagram: @alumniutwenteSOCIAL MEDIA

‘Speed is the most important characteristic of startups,' says Anke Huiskes. And she knows 
what she is talking about. In ten years, Anke accumulated an impressive CV in San Francisco. 
Huiskes moved to the US after graduating in Communication Sciences (2008) to work in marketing 
and sales at various enterprises. She then founded several companies. Now she is a full-time 
investor, mentoring startups where her focus is on encouraging diversity and sustainability.

	 Richard Droste, UT alumnus and researcher at ASML, is also a speaker at the Alumni Talks. 
He believes that 'there is a soul in our machines, without intuition and experience they wouldn't 
work.' At ASML, he co-invented the world's most advanced chip machines. This puts ASML at 
the forefront of future technological innovations, be it space technology or the mobile phone of 
the future. Droste studied Applied Physics and Quantum Electronics (1987). He is Vice President 
Development & Engineering at ASML. 

	 'Technology does not have the leading role,' says Raoul Zaal, CEO of Syntilio, a company that 
uses technology to bring healthcare closer to patients. For him, it's all about helping people so 
they can stay independent for longer. Zaal works to bridge the gap between 'cold technology' 
and 'warm care'. He did the same as CEO at FocusCura, market leader in healthcare innovation 
and deployment of (home) care technologies. His career started as a Board Member of DSCC/
DJCR 'Audentis et Virtutis'. Raoul studied Industrial Engineering & Management (1994).

Come hear their stories and join them in conversation!  •

Text & photo: Alumni Office

Alumni Talks
WHERE
Amphitheater Vrijhof
WHEN
Friday 6 October 2023 
TIME
15:00 - 17:00  
DRINKS
Following the main programme  
in the Vestingbar 
LANGUAGE 
Dutch

TICKET PRICE
7,50 euro

BUY YOUR TICKETS ONLINE
https://www.utwente.nl/en/alumni/ 
alumni-events/alumni-talks-2023/
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POWERED BY UNIVERSITY FUND TWENTE 
‘From the ‘Batavierenrace to Theatresports, from intimate readings and huge 
parties to conferences and symposiums.’ Two examples of events in the past few 
months that have been supported by the fund. •

In April, Nesko's 59th tour took place in which a number of UT students 
participated. The programme included a violin concerto by Dvořák and 
Beethoven's seventh symphony. The tour took Nesko all over the country. Most 
impressive was the concert in the penitentiary of Middelburg. The orchestra 
also played in the Concertgebouw for NPO Klassiek. Closing concert was in the 
NedPhO dome in Amsterdam. •

In March, seven UT students organised the second edition of the Sky is the 
Limit' festival at Airport Twenthe: 'The one and only student festival of Twente'. 
More than 800 visitors came, more than 100 more than hoped. The festival is 
especially for MBO, HBO and WO students in and around Enschede. ‘We want 
to create an awesome party at an affordable price,’ the organization said. •

TWENTE UNIVERSITY FUND

SUPPORT OUR  
HEALTH RESEARCH  
Professor Jai Prakash,  

Engineered Therapeutics

SUPPORT SUSTAINABLE 
TRANSPORT  
Kirsten Bouwman, student Industrial 

Design, team manager Solar Team 

Twente

SUPPORT EQUAL  
OPPORTUNITIES 
Omar Bahig, student Technical 

Medicine from Yemen

SUPPORT A GREEN  
CAMPUS  
Quinty van der Helm, student Technical 

Medicine, Board member Student Union

TEAM UP FOR 
TALENT! SUPPORT OUR ANNUAL CAMPAIGN 2023

MORE THAN 300 DONORS HAVE ALREADY PRECEDED YOU

YOUR DONATION COUNTS EVERY SINGLE YEAR

42 INCLUDE THE UNIVERSITY IN YOUR WILL 
	 Even when you are no longer around, you 
could benefit future generations at the University 
of Twente. By leaving a gift to the University Fund 
in your will, you will enable new generations of 
students to flourish and our research to provide a 
valuable contribution to society. Considering leaving 
money to the University Fund in your will? We would 
be happy to discuss the possibilities with you. •

For more information: www.utwente.nl/
en/universityfoundation/donate-folder/
leaveagiftinyourwill/

DONATING WITH TAX BENEFITS
	 Do you donate to the University Fund annually 
or are you thinking of doing so? You can easily enjoy 
a tax benefit by making your donation a periodical 
gift. Doing so will allow you to raise your contribution 
without spending any extra money. •

For more information: www.utwente.nl/en/
universityfoundation/donate-folder/ 
periodic-donations/

CAMPUS



DONATION OF 500,000 EUROS FOR RESEARCH INTO BRAIN DAMAGE 

Through a mutual connection they were once invited by the University Fund to attend a number of presentations by 
researchers. The research into recovery chances for people with brain damage attracted their interest. They have 
been supporting the researchers for many years and come by every year to hear how the research is progressing. 

	 This year, a foundation affiliated with them made a new, considerably higher, donation. The couple and the foundation 
would like to remain anonymous, but would like to say that they find it very interesting to closely follow the scientists in 
their pioneering work. This year they made a new, considerably higher, donation. The couple would like to indicate how 
interesting it is to be able to follow the scientists closely in their groundbreaking work, but would like to remain anonymous.

	 Every year, approximately five thousand patients in the Netherlands end up in a coma as a result of brain damage 
after a cardiac arrest. Half of these patients die. In the other half, the chance of permanent memory disorders is about fifty 
percent. These patients can no longer fully work and suffer from anxiety and depression. Neurologists professor Michel 
van Putten and professor Jeannette Hofmeijer are conducting research to develop treatments that improve the damaged 
memory function of these people. With this donation they can speed up research in the hope that an effective treatment 
will come into view sooner. •

MEREL BOERS (NICOLAB) WINS  
VAN DEN KROONENBERG AWARD 2023

Merel Boers, co-founder and CEO of Nicolab, won this year's  
Van den Kroonenberg Prize for excellent entrepreneurship.
Boers graduated in Technical Medicine at the University of Twente 
in 2014. Four years later she obtained her doctorate cum laude 
with Professor Slump. The PhD research focused on analysis of  
CT scans in stroke and was part of a global study (known as the 
MR CLEAN study) into improving stroke care.

	 Boers and co-researcher Renan Sales Barros recognized the need 
for an AI solution to revolutionize stroke care and founded Nicolab back 
in 2015. Based on the MR CLEAN study, they developed 'StrokeViewer'. 
StrokeViewer not only contains accurate AI algorithms to diagnose 
stroke patients worldwide, but also drives the decision-making process 
for prompt treatment. The CT scans are sent from the scanner directly 
to the 'secure cloud' where a diagnosis is made in a few minutes using 
AI. This is immediately shared digitally with a team of healthcare 
professionals for verification. The treatment team is then informed 
of the hospital where the treatment will take place. This team can 
prepare and carry out the treatment based on the information received. 
This enables a fast and effective approach.

	 Nicolab, based in Amsterdam, has grown strongly over the past 
two years and now has about sixty employees. Hospitals pay for a 
license and have a return on investment because patients spend 
less time in hospital. At the moment, three-quarters of the hospitals 

in the Netherlands have a license and there are about 200 hospitals 
worldwide connected. A pilot is now also underway in Belgium to 
use the technology behind StrokeViewer for the workflow of other 
time-critical diseases such as heart and lung diseases. Boers has 
convincingly demonstrated how modern technological solutions 
can contribute to better and affordable healthcare and health. With 
Nicolab, Boers subsequently built up a company that was quickly 
taken up by a large part of the market on the basis of an attractive 
proposition for hospitals. That makes her the winner of the Van den 
Kroonenberg Prize 2023.

	 The Van den Kroonenberg Prize is a tribute to former rector 
magnificus Harry van den Kroonenberg. He was at the cradle of 'the 
entrepreneurial university'. The prize is intended for excellent, and 
proven successful, young entrepreneurship. •

The Twente University Fund has officially been classified as a charity 

by the Tax Administration. The Foundation has been given the status of 

ANBI (Public Benefit Organisation, PBO). This means that donations to 

the fund are tax deductible under certain conditions. Visit our website 

at www.utwente.nl/ufonds for more information.

Contact: 
Maurice Essers, director: 

053 489 3993 or 

m.l.g.essers@utwente.nl
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THE NEW WATERLAB AT THE UNIVERSITY OF TWENTE - LOCATED BY THE POND 

NEXT TO VRIJHOF - IS A SPECIAL TEST CENTRE FOR CONDUCTING RESEARCH 

IN THE FIELD OF WATER AND MEMBRANE TECHNOLOGY. IT IS WHERE THE 

MEMBRANE SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY DEPARTMENT IS RESEARCHING HOW  

TO DEVELOP A CIRCULAR WATER ECONOMY. 

EVERYTHING COMES 
TOGETHER IN UT’S 
WATERLAB

RESEARCH Photos:	 Rikkert Harink
Text: 	 Kees Wesselink - Schram 

This spring, an eye-catching structure was erected by the pond at 
Hogekampplein. It is a small building made entirely of glass, which 
closely resembles a glass display case. If you peek inside through the 
windows, you see all sorts of mysterious devices, tubes, taps and 
buttons. The fact that thousands of litres of water are flowing through 
the tangle of pipes is not immediately noticeable, but it is clear that 
something is happening here. 
	 A few signs with explanations and flow charts provide some more 
information. This is the recently opened Waterlab of the The Membrane 
Science & Technology cluster at the Faculty of Science and Technology 
(TNW). ‘Our regular labs are rather hidden, but this lab is in the perfect 
place to showcase our research to the outside world,’ explains Heleen 
Sombekke. As project leader, she talks proudly about the Waterlab. ‘In 
a normal lab, you take pure water and add salts yourself. But seawater 
contains more than just some salts. In this lab, we have access to four 
different types of water: wastewater, rainwater, pond water and drinking 
water.’ A smile appears on her face. ‘Here, we research real water.’  

DRINKING WATER SHORTAGE
	 And there is a clear need for good research on clean drinking water. 
The pressure on our drinking water supplies is growing. Climate change 

leads to more and more extreme droughts which are increasingly 
causing problems. ‘Approximately one billion people are already 
suffering from drinking water shortages, and this number is likely to 
increase. It’s a dire situation,’ says Walter van der Meer, UT professor of 
Membrane Technology. Van der Meer conducts research at the UT one 
day a week and spends the rest of the week working as CEO of drinking 
water company Oasen NV.
	 ‘Climate change is causing salinisation; fresh groundwater is 
becoming increasingly salty due to rising seawater. More and more 
groundwater sources located further inland are under threat,’ Van der 
Meer continues. He has no qualms about pointing out all the dangers. 
Population growth, population ageing, medicine residues and industrial 
waste discharges from higher up the river, all of these problems are 
brought up. 

SOCIAL INTERESTS
	 That is why the Membrane Science & Technology cluster has been 
researching membranes for fifty years. It all started in the 1960s with 
a shoe. Kees Smolders was researching porous polymer layers needed 
to make 'Enka chamois' and artificial leather for shoes at the Algemene 
Kunstzijde Unie (now AkzoNobel). Both products had to be porous.  
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‘I wish every  

department could have  

its own Waterlab’
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Enka chamois was supposed to absorb water while artificial leather 
actually had to let it pass through to keep your feet dry.
	 Smolders took his work to the UT, which was still known as the 
Technische Hogeschool Twente (Twente Technical College, THT) at 
the time. When he started working there in 1969 - first as dean of the 
Faculty of Chemical Engineering and from 1973 as a professor - he was 
one of the first people in the Netherlands to focus on membranes. He 
only had money for two PhD candidates, so he felt it was necessary to 
seek funding from the corporate sector. To that end, it was important 
that research at universities should become more concerned with social 
interests and industrial innovation.
	 ‘That focus on application has been further expanded at our cluster 
since the turn of the millennium,’ Sombekke says. ‘We now incorporate 
virtually all aspects of membrane technology in our research. Inspired by 
at that time the new professor Matthias Wessling, we no longer limited 
ourselves to researching new materials for membranes, but we also 
started studying the process and, for example, the best shape. The last 
step was always to find a good practical application. With every invention, 
we ask ourselves: What exactly can we use it for?,’ adds Van der Meer.

PHYSICAL FILTERS
	 At the membrane cluster, they have the ‘complete membrane 
package’ as Sombekke likes to call it. This consists of the membranes 
themselves: a bundle of straws at the nanoscale where only water can 
pass through. Salts, contaminants, and all other substances are too 
big. By cleverly selecting the right materials or placing the membranes 
on top of each other in a certain manner, you can essentially filter any 
substance you want. If you charge the material, it makes it either harder 
or easier for certain charged particles to pass through. 
	 The main advantage of this is that it’s a purely physical process. ‘If 
you want to clean water biologically with bacteria, for example, you have 
to keep all kinds of properties of the water - like temperature and acidity - 
as constant as possible. And if you want to purify it chemically, that often 
results in unwanted and sometimes even harmful by-products,’ Van der 
Meer explains. When it comes to membrane filtration, you just need 
quite a bit of pressure to force the water through the membrane.
	 But a new membrane alone is not enough. The cluster also explores 
how to make it fit into the process. From production to application. They 

are constantly searching for ways to fit the new membranes into the old 
production methods and to make those old production methods more 
efficient. ‘We develop membranes made in water. Without harmful 
solvents, the membranes are made to be highly sustainable. But a 
production company will only make use of them if they fit into the old 
production methods,’ says Van der Meer. 
	 Membranes have been used in water purification for a long time, 
but only as one of the intermediate steps. According to Van der Meer, 
however, membranes could potentially replace six to seven steps in 
the process. ‘You can use a membrane to turn salt water into fresh 
water and filter out all the harmful substances at the same time. Water 
molecules are so incredibly small that we’re already removing harmful 
substances that we may only discover ten years from now. Because 
those new compounds have to be bigger than water.’

WATERLAB
	 The new Waterlab is where it all comes together. The lab has a 
total of five pilot spots to test out new membranes and processes on 
a smaller scale. ‘In a normal lab we filter about one litre per hour, but 
in the Waterlab, a pilot installation can filter about a thousand litres 
per hour,’ explains Sombekke, ‘and that’s nothing compared to a large-
scale pilot in actual practice where an installation sometimes filters a 
thousand cubic metres per hour, but for that to happen, you have to be 
quite certain that your idea works.’
	 ‘The ultimate goal is to develop a fully circular water economy. Water 
is so cheap in the Netherlands that we use drinking water when it’s not 
really necessary. If we take a critical look at what kind of wastewater 
we can still reuse, we don’t always have to use groundwater as a supply 
source. Sometimes a company has a huge amount of used water on hand, 
which would be perfectly suitable for the company next door to use as 
process water, for example. But since we don’t know this about each 
other, we don’t make that connection,’ says Sombekke.
	 Both Sombekke and Van der Meer hope that the Waterlab will 
inspire as many people as possible. Sombekke: ‘Too much research still 
happens behind closed doors. It’s such a shame! We have a beautiful 
campus which is an excellent place to showcase innovations.’ ‘If you 
walk around on campus, you should be able to see all the things people 
are working on here,’ Van der Meer adds. ‘Every visitor can be the next 
link to industry and new applications. I wish every department could 
have its own Waterlab.’ •

RESEARCH
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In order to realise this, ECIU University 

and University of Twente adopt a new 

approach to research, learning and 

innovation. We bring together students 

and scientists with government, 

businesses and citizens to identify 

urgent, definable problems across all 

societal domains, from transport and 

mobility to the energy transition or a 

smart circular economy. We then form 

international, multidisciplinary teams 

and help to solve complex societal 

problems through a challenge-based 

approach. Do you work for a public or 

private organisation and would you like 

to make an active contribution to this 

new learning programme? Then we  

are looking for you! Marike Boertien 

(Novel-T, University of Twente):  ‘We see 

challenges as an opportunity to build 

long-term relations within our ecosystem. 

Students, researchers and stakeholders 

working together to solve a challenge is 

a powerful mix of creativity and 

innovation and we hope you want  

to join us.’ 

WHO WE ARE
The European Consortium of 
Innovative Universities (ECIU) 

 12 universities, one open community 

  12 inspiring campuses in multiple 
European cities 

  12 connected regional ecosystems  

of universities, businesses and civic 

society 

  12 partners offering countless 

combinations of education, research 
& innovation opportunities 

  12 challengers of conventional 

thinking

  One transformational approach to 

on- and offline education, research 

and innovation 

We would definitely like to get 
in touch with you as a challenge 
provider
“

The challenges society faces today are complex and far-reaching. More 

than ever, they call for the collaboration of many different, complementary 

stakeholders. At ECIU University, of which University of Twente is a partner, 

our vision is to help solve these complex challenges and make society 

futureproof by collaborating at local, national and international levels.

TACKLING 
GLOBAL 

PROBLEMS  
AT LOCAL, 

NATIONAL AND 
INTERNATIONAL 

LEVEL

 VISIT UTWENTE.NL/ECIU




