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Quo Vadis Europa?

The EU in the 21st century: scenario’s

Scenario-analyse: “invented” by in the sixties: “what if….?”

Interested?  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nwub4Bhr-aM

SWOT-analysis of developments and trends

Predicting the unpredictable

For S, W, O and T scenario’s are produced

Oil crisis, oil prices, the amount of available oil etc.

Content scenario’s EU (institutional en geographical)

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nwub4Bhr-aM
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Wat is de Europese Unie?





Quo Vadis Europa?  
Treaties of Rome…………

“…. An ever closer Union of European citizens…….”

But there is not a single word in the Treaties about the “finalité” of the integration 
project!

Institutional finalité?

Geographical finalité?

 



Quo Vadis Europa?  
EU guardian of peace, safety, stability and democracy at the European continent

(as stated in the Treaties)

Which form of governance and geographical scope can best contribute

What is Europe anyhows……. Different pictures

 







Scenario exercise: Quo Vadis Europe?
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Quo Vadis Europa?  
The EU in the 21st Century: scenario’s

Institutional scenario’s:

Supranational federation (USA?)

Intergovernmental (“member states rule”?)

Pragmatic, incremental (“step by step?”)

Back to basics? (“internal market only”)

“A la carte”, core-groups (“multi speed Europe?”)

Implosion/desintegration? (“horror scenario”)

Geographical scenario’s

What determines which countries are “insiders” or “ outsiders” to the EU? (Russia, 
Morocco, Iceland, Greenland, Canada?)

Can the EU become identical with the continent Europe?

See also State of the Union by the President of the Commission Juncker, 13/9/2017:

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hZ1G1OylSyg
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Quo Vadis Europa?  
1989 Fall Berlin Wall

1993 Copenhagen Criteria

I “Finalité”

II Political Criterium (democracy, minorities, rule of law)

III Economic Criterium (market economy)

IV “Acquis Communautaire” (appr. 150.000 p.)

V (“Absorption capacity”)

1999 Summit of Helsinki: Turkey candidate. Accession negotiations with the other 6

2004 Big Bang,10 new Member States

2007 Romania and Bulgaria

2009 Iceland (negotiations stopped, 2013)

2013 Croatia # 28

2016 Brexit referendum 28-1……..

2020 Corona, Brexit, how?

2022 Ukraine

2024 Elections EP

2025 Trump, strategic autonomy EU?

 



Quo Vadis Europa?  
Conditions for membership: the Treaty? 

Every European state which respects the following principles, can request membership 

(Article 49 TEU)

Democracy; respect for human rights, fundamental rights, rule of law (Article 6(1) TEU)

Conditions for membership: the present discussion

The present discussion is about: Geographical, economical, historical, cultural and 

religious arguments! Does the Treaty state anything about these arguments???

Is there something like an “European Identity?”
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An European identity?  

www.robboudewijn.eu





Discussion started middle of the nineties with……



Quo Vadis Europa?  
Assignment 1:

Are there criteria to establish the (outside) borders of Europe? Europe=EU?

Assignment 2A:

What will be the institutional architecture of the EU in the (nearby) future? (or: 

how to keep the project governable: federation, more speed Europe etc etc.?)

Assignment 2B:

Which institutional architecture might be best for the EU economy?

  Use convincing arguments in your discussion!
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More information?

www.europa-instituut.nl

www.robboudewijn.eu

info@robboudewijn.eu
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