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WHY MEDIATED TECHNOLOGY AS A POLARIZATION INTERVENTION TOOL? 

• Contact with others (e.g. migrants) nurtures empathy 

• Mediated technology as a way of creating such contact 

• But how do we go from empathy for individuals to empathy for a group to 
combat polarizing tendencies? 

  
• Aim: to develop a tool to find ways in which contact with others might make 

one more empathetic towards an outgroup 
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PROGRAMME TODAY

• Sneak preview to give an idea of what such a tool might look like 
• VR Showcase 
• Phone game 

• Mentimeter + group conversation to discuss in what ways a polarization 
intervention tool might be helpful to you
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VR SHOWCASE 

https://vimeo.com/586728895
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PHONE GAME

https://pong-2.com/ 

https://pong-2.com/
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MENTIMETER

https://www.menti.com/wd3di92e1s 

https://www.menti.com/wd3di92e1s
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CONTACT US

Are you interested in this project? Want to know more about it? Or do you want to 
be involved in developing this tool? Please feel free to contact us! 

Mariken van der Velden: m.a.c.g.vander.velden@vu.nl 
Timo Korstenbroek: t.m.korstenbroek@vu.nl  

Institute for Societal Resilience: 
Website: www.resilience-institute.nl/  
Mail: isr.fsw@vu.nl
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