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Scope of Nano2Life Mobility Programme 
A key aim of the Nano2Life Network of Excellence is to develop a durable integration of nanobiotechnology researchers working in all of the participant institutes.  To support this aim, Nano2Life has developed a mobility programme to support exchange of researchers among the participating institutes.  Three types of exchanges are envisaged as follows:

(1) Short-term visits of a few days up to a week or two to enable researchers to access resources (i.e. facilities, specialist equipment and/or expertise) in Nano2Life participating institutes.  For some applications, more than one trip may be required for different stages of the process.

(2) Medium-term visits for a period of a few weeks up to six months.  It is envisaged that a key objective of these exchanges should be the promotion of stronger linkages between participating Nano2Life members in nanobiotechnology related research, and the programme is open to researchers at all levels. 

(3) Fellowships for summer schools

While the maximum grant for any one proposal will be €20,000, it is anticipated that proposals for short-term visits will normally be less than €1,000.  Given the diversity of institutional structures and types of research being considered in this programme, each proposal will be considered on a case by case basis with respect to relevance to Nano2Life research excellence and integration goals (i.e. rather than providing specific guidelines).  A total budget of 

Who is eligible? 
(1) Access to the facilities and expertise within the Nano2Life Network is available to all research staff and postgraduate students of all full members of Nano2Life, and who have the approval of their department head to submit a project proposal. Associated partners are not eligible to receive financial support from this programme. 
(2) Proposals will be accepted on the official Nano2Life Proposal forms only. The proposal form must be fully completed & signed.
(3) Proposals will be accepted from: individual researcher applicants, multi-researcher teams within the same institute, or multi-institution teams working on a collaborative research programme. 
(4) All eligible proposals will be evaluated by the Nano2Life mobility committee. The decision of this committee on the acceptability of a proposal will be final. However, in the event that a proposal is not accepted, researchers may submit a revised proposal based on feedback received from the N2L mobility committee.
(5) Only proposals submitted to the official N2L mobility e-mail address (nano2life@tyndall.ie) or fax number (+353-21-4270271) will be accepted for evaluation. Email submission is preferred (i.e. PDF copies of signed proposals) as this will help accelerate proposal reviews.
(6) Where a proposal is approved, the Nano2Life mobility programme will fund the normal costs of access to the facilities within the relevant institution. Reasonable agreed travel and subsistence expenses for the visiting researchers will also be covered. Note: N2L will not support per diem rates which are greater than the necessary additional expenses associated with moving to another institute.  In the case of summer school fellowships, N2L will also pay /contribute to the cost of the summer school fees.
(7) Expenses should be claimed by the institute to which the expense applies from Nano2Life funds in the normal way.  Therefore, the person travelling must be reimbursed by his/her home institute, while any local costs of the host institute should be claimed directly by that institute.
(8) The Nano2Life mobility programme will not fund the salary costs of any visiting researchers or those associated with the proposal submission.

Application process: 

Before submitting the proposal it is essential that the proposed project is discussed with the contact point of the host institute to establish that the work proposed can be carried out there. 

On completion of this form (remember signature required) please electronically scan and email as attachment to: nano2life@tyndall.ie

You will receive an acknowledgement of receipt of your submitted proposal and will be updated on the decision of the evaluation committee. The evaluation committee will review submitted proposals on a monthly basis starting in March 2005. 

Proposal Evaluation Procedure
Proposals will be competitively evaluated by an independent external committee made up of representatives from a number of Nano2Life full members.

The following costs are eligible for successful applicants:
· Limited access costs of equipment usage, fabrication process runs & test/characterisation 
· Limited costs for consumables & materials required to complete the project
· Expenses: A Daily Allowance to cover Travel, accommodation & subsistence for visiting researchers 
The following costs will not be covered:
· The salary costs of visiting researchers or other researchers associated with the proposal submission
· The costs of access for industry researchers 
· Any equipment, which may be sought by applicants within proposals
· Any research / mobility which is already funded by other organisations
Reporting: 

A trip report is required and should be submitted to the N2L Mobility Programme co-ordinator (nano2life@tyndall.ie) not later than 1 month after the end of the visit. This report will be used as a justification for the validation of the expense from your organization.

[image: image3.jpg]Bringing Nanotechnologies To Life



[image: image4.png]* Kk

%t %

* 5 K

% % %



Nano2Life is supported by FP6 of the European Commission


