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Prof. Dr. A.J. Groen (Nikos, University of Twente),  Prof. Dr. R. Oakey (Manchester Business School), and Dr. P.C. van der 
Sijde (faculty of Social Sciences, VU University Amsterdam) have the pleasure of inviting you to the High Technology Small 
Firms (HTSF) conference in Enschede, the Netherlands. We are pleased to announce 
·  key note speaker Saras Sarasvathy , Isadore Horween Research Associate Professor of Business Administration, 

University of Virginia,  
·  panel discussion chairman Shaker A. Zahra , Robert E. Buuck Chair of Entrepreneurship, Professor of Strategy and 

Organization, Carlson School of Management, University of Minnesota, and 3TU Professor of International 
Entrepreneurship.  

In addition to the conference we will organise a doctoral workshop in which all conference organisers will participate.  
 
Conference topics  
HTSF’s play important roles in many innovative fields, such as e-business, life sciences (bio-technology), micro-systems 
technology, and environmental technology. Most firms are actors in a heterogeneous network, co-operating with large firms, 
(university) research institutes, more traditional SME’s and other HTSF’s. For this year’s conference we are especially 
interested in: 

o International Entrepreneurship: Global Strategy of High Tech Start-Ups; 
o Strategic Entrepreneurship;  
o Entrepreneurial Heuristics and Decision Making. 

Papers on other HTSF-related topics (e.g. support instruments, heterogeneous networks, global entrepreneurship, funding 
or governmental policies), preferably empirical papers and case studies, can also qualify.  
 
Best Paper Awards will be granted to the best research, practical implications and Ph.D. papers presented at the 
conference. Papers on Strategic Entrepreneurship will be considered for publication in a Special Issue of the International 
Journal of Entrepreneurial Behavior and Research (I JEBR) , guest editors Rainer Harms, assistant professor at Nikos, 
University of Twente, Steven Walsh, Alfred Black Professor of Entrepreneurship and Co-Director of the Technology 
Management Center at the University of New Mexico's Anderson School of Management�� and Aard Groen, professor of 
innovative entrepreneurship at the University of Twente. Moreover, all papers presented will be considered for inclusion in 
the annually published “New technology-based firm” book series  by Macmillan Publishing. 
 
Doctoral workshop 
A doctoral workshop will be offered on May 25 and 26, 2010. A call for doctoral papers is attached to this call. 
 
Abstracts & Papers - Submission dates 
·  Initial abstracts (500 - 700 words) should be submitted by Monday January 11th, 2010  
·  Acceptance of abstracts will be communicated by Monday February 1st, 2010 
·  Full papers are to be submitted by Monday April 12th, 2010  
·  To be accepted, papers should be presented at the conference.  
 
Conference fee  
The full conference fee for two days is € 505,-- and includes participation in the conference, catering, documentation, and 
participation in the Best Paper Awards. The fee is payable by both delegates and speakers.   
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Saras D. Sarasvathy, Isadore Horween Research Associate Professor of Business Administration, University of 
Virginia, is a member of the Strategy, Entrepreneurship and Ethics area and teaches courses in 
entrepreneurship and ethics in Darden’s MBA program. She also teaches in the doctoral 
program and the research seminar on Markets in Human Hope. In 2007, Saras was named 
one of the top 20 entrepreneurship professors by Fortune Small Business Magazine. In 
addition to a master’s degree in Industrial Administration, Saras Sarasvathy received her Ph.D. 
in Information Systems from Carnegie Mellon University. Her thesis on entrepreneurial 
expertise was supervised by Herbert Simon, 1978 Nobel Laureate in Economics. Before joining 
Darden, she had been on the faculty of Universities of Washington and Maryland. Before that, 
she was part of the founding team in five entrepreneurial ventures. 

 
Shaker A. Zahra  is the Robert E. Buuck Chair of Entrepreneurship and Professor of strategy and organization in the 

Carlson School of Management at the University of Minnesota, where he is the Co-Director of the 
Center for Entrepreneurial Studies. Further, he is 3TU Professor of International Entrepreneurship at 
the University of Twente. He has served as Chair of the Entrepreneurship Division of the Academy of 
Management, Director of the Babson Kauffman Entrepreneurship Research Conference, chair of the 
strategy and entrepreneurship track in the Decision Science Institute, chair of the International 
Entrepreneurship track in the Academy of International Business, and co-organizer of the 
entrepreneurship program in Strategic Management Society. His current research focuses on 
entrepreneurship in relation to innovation, knowledge-driven competition, and techno-globalism.  
 

The International Journal of Entrepreneurial Behaviour & Research  (IJEBR) is primarily concerned with the 
publication of original papers related to entrepreneurship and the management of smaller organizations. The Journal 
publishes conceptual papers and empirical studies which bring together issues of interest to academics, policy-makers 
and practitioners. Examples of topics are provided below – but the editorial team encourages high-quality submissions 
which deal with any issue related to entrepreneurship and smaller businesses. 
 
We seek contributions that cover two perspectives of this intersection: entrepreneurial strategies and the strategic use 
of entrepreneurship. In the `new competitive landscape’, Entrepreneurial strategies may be more likely to be 
successful than administrative strategies: Exploration strategies may become more relevant as exploitation strategies 
are difficult to sustain over long periods of time in changing market conditions. In these conditions, entrepreneurial 
strategies in terms of singular, uncoordinated actions may not be an effective strategy. Rather, a strategic approach to 
entrepreneurship may be called for. In such a strategic approach to entrepreneurship, entrepreneurial strategies are 
seen as interrelated and having a long-term nature. In sum, firm’s strategies may have to become more 
entrepreneurial, and entrepreneurship may have to become more strategic. 
 
Enquiries and Bookings for the conference 
Prof. Dr. Aard J. Groen, scientific director of Nikos, Mrs Hèla Klaczynski, HTSF  
University of Twente, Nikos, P.O. Box 217, 7500 AE Enschede, The Netherlands.  
Tel.: +31 (0) 53 489 4512, Fax: +31 (0) 53 489 2159, E-mail: HTSF@mb.utwente.nl, www.utwente.nl/nikos/events/htsf 
For updated information also visit our website regularly http://www.utwente.nl/nikos/events/htsf. 
For the IJEBR Journal, please contact PD Dr. Rainer Harms, r.harms@utwente.nl 
 
Accommodation is available in the following price categories (single room, breakfast included) € 42,-- Logica € 67,-- 
Drienerburght and € 107,15 De Broeierd, according to the quality of the accommodation. All hotels are located within 
walking distance of the conference centre. Ph.D. students who participate in the doctoral workshop will receive a 
reduction of € 150,-- on the conference fee (see Call for Ph.D. papers for details).  


