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Classification and the ERA:
�Transparency 
f o r R esearch  
i n E u ro pe?

�



Classification and the ERA
� The European Research Area…

� is a vision born in 2000, not a reality
� is m eant to inf lu enc e th e w ay in w h ic h  researc h  

is org anised  in th e E U -m em ber-states
� aim s to c oord inate, even integ rate th e d iversity 

of  E u rop ean researc h  to 
� increase competetiveness of European research 

in a g l ob al  contex t
� enhance the impact of research on economic 

g row th in the EU



Classification and ERA
� ERA through FP7

� support s i nd i v i d ual  ( ERC )  and  
prog ram m e-d ri v en research

� support s P P P  ( EI T)
� st ri v es t o b al ance st ruct ural  d i f f erences 
( st ruct ural  f und )

� f und s m ob i l i t y  



Classification and the ERA
� I n t he f ut ure ERA pl ans t o coord i nat e and  
i nt eg rat e d i v ersi t y  i n t he f i el d s of
� c onnec ting  researc h  institu tions and  

p rog ram m es
� c ond itions f or staf f  m obility ( C h arta)
� p u blic -p rivate p artnersh ip  ( L isbon 2000)
� f u nd ing  sc h em es ( L u blj ana M ay 2008 )
� k now led g e transf er/  E u rop ean P atent
� m ap p ing  c enters of  ex c ellenc e in researc h
� analysis of  q q u ality and  ef f ec tiveness of  national 

p olitic s in R & D



Classification and the ERA

� C a n  c l a s s i f i c a ti on / m a p p i n g d i v e rs i ty  
he l p  to b ui l d  the  Europ e a n  Re s e a rc h 
Are a ?

� Y es,  b u t … .



Classification and the ERA 

� C l a s s i f i c a ti on  i s  d i f f e re n t,  b e c a us e  i t:
� i nv ol v es al l  count ri es and  H EI s of  EH EA
� sees d i v ersi f i cat i on as t he d ri v i ng  f orce
� encourag es d i v ersi f i cat i on of  H EI s
� put s i nst i t ut i ons and  t hei r st rat eg i c 
pl anni ng  f i rst

� d oes not  ai m  t o ov errul e d i v ersi f i cat i on 
of  ( nat i onal )  sy st em s nor i nst i t ut i ons



Classification and the ERA
� C l a s s i f i c a ti on ,  how e v e r 

� hel ps al l  st ak ehol d ers t o und erst and  
d i v ersi t y  

� creat es t ransparency  at  i nst i t ut i onal  l ev el  
t hroug hout  EH EA d espi t e i ncreased  
d i v ersi t y

� prov i d es a b asi s f or m i ssi on-d ri v en 
q ual i t y  assurance,  f und i ng ,  ev en rank i ng



Classification and the ERA
� Mapping diversity of HEIs by profil e aim s at:

� teac hing p ro f il e ( p ro gram m es,  nu m b ers etc .)
� stu d ent b o d y
� staf f  p ro f il e
� siz e
� f u nd ing
� researc h p ro f il e
� researc h intensiv eness
� internatio nal isatio n
� o u treac h/ regio nal  inv o l v em ent…

� E R A  aim s to :
� facilitate mobility of 

r es ear ch er s
� en cou r ag e coop er ation  

betw een  in s titu tion s
� facilitate P P P ,  s h ar e an d  

imp r ov e u s e of k n ow led g e
� imp r ov e th e bas is  for  

accou n tability an d  Q A  
� map  cen ter s  of ex cellen ce in  

r es ear ch  all ov er  E u r op e
� cr eate a common  s tr u ctu r e for  

E u r op ean  r es ear ch  in  g lobal 
comp etion
� open up and coordinate all 

res earch  f unding  s ch em es  
� im prov e k now ledg e trans f er 

( E uropean P atent)



Classification and the ERA???
Conclu sions
� U nd erst and i ng  d i v ersi t y  i s b enef i ci al ,  ev en 
essent i al  t o ERA

� C l assi f i cat i ons creat es t ransparency  t hat  
hel ps al l  st ak ehol d ers 

� M appi ng  d i v ersi t y  i s part i cul arl y  g eared  t o 
em pow er t he m ai n act ors i n t he f i el d :  
i nst i t ut i ons and  researchers

� M appi ng  d i v ersi t y  enab l es al l  part i es 
responsi b l e f or H EI s t o f orm  a com m on 
st rat eg y ,  b ot h f or i nd i v i d ual  i nst i t ut i ons and  
research/ H E-sy st em s



Th e F u t u re o f  
C l assi f i cat i o n and  t h e 
E R A  is o u t  t h ere!

Thank you!


