
Bottom-up Cross-Border Mergers 
to Strengthen 

European Higher Education

A WCU for Europe:
• Today’s WCUs are too concentrated in the U.S.

• Today’s WCUs fail to stimulate mobility

• Today’s WCUs  are too nationally focused 

•Today’s WCUs  produce too competitiveness within 
Europe at the expense of Europe’s global 
competitiveness against in the higher education 
market

• Even in Europe, only few countries shrine in the 
world’s top 200

A EuropeA Europe --wide Excellence Initiative:wide Excellence Initiative:
•• Merger bet ween 2 uni versities  in t wo different Merger bet ween 2 uni versities  in t wo different 
countrie scountrie s

•• One has  to be in th e top  200; the oth er One has  to be in th e top  200; the oth er 
uni versit y must be in a country  with no topuni versit y must be in a country  with no top --200 200 
uni versities uni versities 

•• €€100 m per merger for 5 years 100 m per merger for 5 years 

•• 10 awards made10 awards made

•• Competiti on based: evidence of Competiti on based: evidence of 

•• Applicant sApplicant s’’ earl ier coo perati ve endeavors and success earl ier coo perati ve endeavors and success 
ther eofther eof

•• Political supp or t at nation al level for the merger in the t wo Political supp or t at nation al level for the merger in the t wo 
countrie s involvedcountrie s involved

•• Sust ainabilit y of the co operatio n bet ween the t wo Sust ainabilit y of the co operatio n bet ween the t wo 
uni versities uni versities 

WE ARE ALL 
WORLD-CLASS 

NOW!

  
 

  

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
  

 
 

 
  

 
  

 
 

 
  

 
  

 
  

 

 
 

 
   

 

     

 

The EU’s Top 200 


