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I should like to thank the Board of Governors of the University of Twente for the confidence 
they have invested in me. Rest assured that I shall continue to exercise my profession with 
enthusiasm. I am proud to be able to work at a university that has always stood for the 
importance of seeing technology in its social context. I shall make every effort to contribute to 
this profile, by continuing to link my work with the many fascinating developments taking 
place in the university’s technical faculties.

I thank the Dean of the Behavioural Sciences faculty for the trust he has placed in me, and for 
the fruitful way in which, for many years, I have been able to collaborate with him as the 
director of the Philosophy of Science, Technology and Society programme. Hubert: the good 
life regularly predominates in our conversations, but in a less abstract sense than I have just 
described, and it is in this sense that I look forward to our future collaboration as well.

I would like to thank Philip Brey, chairman of the Department of Philosophy, and all my 
departmental colleagues for our inspiring collaboration. I consider it a privilege to be part of 
such a large group of people all concerned with the philosophy of technology, and with a real 
interest in each others’ work. I should like to make particular mention of our research group, 
Philosophical Anthropology and Human-Technology Relations. Petra Bruulsema, a rock-steady 
departmental member for as long as anyone can remember, has already dubbed the group 
‘The Black Hand Gang’. Steven, Petran and René, and now also Ciano, Asle and Lucie: I hope 
we continue to break new ground in the philosophy of technology, and to get our hands dirty 
doing so!

The many other colleagues with whom I am delighted to work are too numerous to name 
here, but I would like to thank them all the same: my colleagues in the Behavioural Sciences 
faculty and in the Centre for Telematics and Information Technology; everyone working with 
me in the Philosophy of Science, Technology, and Society master programme; my colleagues 
in the IOP project Design for Usability and in the MVI project Telecare at Home; and last but 
not least, everyone at the 3TU Centre for Ethics and Technology, under the inspirational 
leadership of Jeroen van den Hoven.

A special word of thanks is due to my parents, who set me so lovingly on the road of life and 
who are now so close to the end of that road. Mother: when the news of my appointment 
arrived, it seemed impossible that you would live to see my inauguration – but again and 
again you have found the strength to stay one up on the disease, with the zest for life and 
carefulness you have always had. Father: your disease prevents you from being here today in 
person, but you are here, not just because a video camera is recording this, but because my 
philosophical disposition comes from you and was carefully fed and encouraged by you.

Dear Levi, Domien and Micha, it is wonderful to have your cheerfulness and warmth around 
me every day, and to be shown the world through your eyes. Take today: Micha thinks I look 
most like a penguin, and when my toga was delivered Domien ran upstairs to put on his 
Zorro cape and pose next to me. At the same moment Levi called out “Now I know what the 
letters ‘Prof. Dr. Ir.’ stand for – Professor Dokter in zijn jurk (Professor Doctor in a dress)!”All of 
you continually put my life into the right perspective, and I’m very happy you do.
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My dearest Annette, how special it is that I can give this address in the very same place that 
we were married eight years ago. If I have learned anything about the limits of humanity, then 
I have done so at your side; for life together with you is limitless glory.

Quod dixi dixi.
.

noten



22

Aarts, E. en S. Marzano (2003). The New Everyday. Views on Ambient Intelligence. Rotterdam: 010 Publishers.

 

“http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Giorgio_Agamben” \o “Giorgio Agamben” Agamben, Giorgio (1998), Homo Sacer: Sovereign Power 

and Bare Life, Stanford, CA:  HYPERLINK “http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Stanford_University_Press” \o “Stanford University Press” 

Stanford University Press

Bostrom, N. (2005). ‘In Defence of Posthuman Dignity’. Bioethics, Vol. 19, No. 3, pp. 202-214.

Brijs, S. (2005). De Engelenmaker. Amsterdam: Amstel Uitgevers.

Coolen, M. (1992). De machine voorbij: over het zelfbegrip van de mens in het tijdperk van de informatietechniek. Meppel / 

Amsterdam: Boom

Dorrestijn, S. (2006). Michel Foucault et l’éthique des techniques: Le cas de la RFID. Nanterre: Université Paris X (Mémoire.)

Ellul, J. (1954). La Technique ou l’Enjeu du siècle. Paris: A. Colin

Foucault, M. (2006). De woorden en de dingen. Amsterdam: Boom {1966}

Freud 1989, Inleiding tot de Psychoanalyse. Meppel: Boom {1917}

Gehlen, A. (1940). Der Mensch. Seine Natur und seine Stellung in der Welt. Berlin: Junker und Dünnhaupt

Gehlen, A. (2003). ‘A Philosophical-Anthropological Perspective on Technology’. In: R.C. Scharff and V. Dusek (eds.), 

Philosophy of Technology: The Technological Condition. Oxford: Blackwell, pp. 213-220.

Valkenburg, G. (2009) - Politics by All Means - An Enquiry into Technological Liberalism. 

Delft: Simon Stevin Series in Philosophy of Technology

Habermas, J. (2003). The Future of Human Nature. Cambridge: Polity Press.

Hage, J.C. (2004). ‘Wrongful life en rechtswetenschap’. E. Engelhard, T. Hartlief en G. van Maanen (red.), Aansprakelijkheid in 

gezinsverband, Den Haag: BJu 2004, 221-250.

Haraway, D. (1991). ‘A Cyborg Manifesto: Science, Technology, and Socialist-Feminism in the Late Twentieth Century’. In: D. 

Haraway, Simians, Cyborgs and Women: The Reinvention of Nature, pp.149-181. New York: Routledge

Heidegger, M. (1927). Sein und Zeit. Tübingen: Max Niemeyer Verlag.

Heidegger, M. (1954), Die Frage nach der Technik. In: Die Technik und die Kehre. Stuttgart: Verlag Günther Neske.

Houellebecq, M. (2005). De mogelijkheid van een eiland. Amsterdam: Arbeiderspers 

Ihde, D. (1990), Technology and the Lifeworld. Bloomington/Minneapolis: Indiana University Press

Kapp, E. (1877). Grundlinien einer Philosophie der Technik. Zur Entstehungsgeschichte der Kultur aus neuen Gesichtspunkten. 

Braunschweig: Verlag George Westermann 

References
22



23

Latour, B. (1991), Nous n’avons jamais été modernes, Parijs: La Découverte, 1991.

Latour, B. (1994), ‘On Technical Mediation - Philosophy, Sociology, Genealogy’. 

In: Common Knowledge 3, pp. 29-64.

Leentjens, A.F.G., F.R.J. Verhey, V. Visser-Vandewalle en Y. Temel (2004). “http://www.ntvg.nl/publicatie/manipuleerbare-wilsbek-

waamheid-een-ethi-307454/volledig” Manipuleerbare wilsbekwaamheid: een ethisch probleem bij elektrostimulatie van de nucleus 

subthalamicus voor ernstige ziekte van Parkinson’. Ned Tijdschr Geneeskd 148:1394-8

Lemmens, P. (2008). Gedreven door techniek: De menselijke conditie en de biotechnologische revolutie. 

Box Press Uitgeverij

Nietzsche, F (1985). Aldus sprak Zarathustra: Een boek voor allen en voor niemand. 

Amsterdam: Wereldbibliotheek {1883-1885}

Plessner, H. (1928), Die Stufen der Organischen und der Mensch. 

Einleitung in die philosophische Anthropologie, Berlin / Leipzig: Dre Gruyter

Schmidt, H. (1954). ’Die Entwicklung der Technik als Phase der Wandlung des Menschen’. Zeitschrift des VDI 96 (1954), 5, 118-122

Sloterdijk, P. (1999). Regeln für den Menschenpark: Ein Antwortschreiben zu Heideggers Brief über den Humanismus. 

Frankfurt/M: Suhrkamp

Stiegler, B. (1998) Technics and Time, 1. The Fault of Epimetheus, Stanford UP 1998

Swierstra, Tsj. (2000). Kloneren in de polder: Analyse van het maatschappelijk debat over klonen en kloneren in Nederland. 

Den Haag: Rathenau Instituut.

Verbeek, P.P. (2005). What Things Do: Philosophical Reflections on Technology, Agency, and Design. 

University Park, PA: Penn State University Press

Verbeek, P.P. (2008). ‘Cyborg Intentionality – Rethinking the Phenomenology of Human-Technology Relations’. 

In: Phenomenology and the Cognitive Sciences 7:3, pp. 387-395

Verbeek (te verschijnen 2010). Moralizing Technology: Understanding and Designing the Morality of Things. 

Chicago: University of Chicago Press

Vries, G. de (1999), Zeppelins – over filosofie, technologie en cultuur. Amsterdam: Van Gennep.

23



Universiteit Twente. 
CONCERNDIRECTIE STRATEGIE & COMMUNICATIE
GEBOUW: DE SPIEGEL
ANTWOORDNUMMER 323
7500 VB Enschede




