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I'should like to thank the Board of Governors of the University of Twente for the confidence
they have invested in me. Rest assured that | shall continue to exercise my profession with
enthusiasm. | am proud to be able to work at a university that has always stood for the
importance of seeing technology in its social context. | shall make every effort to contribute to
this profile, by continuing to link my work with the many fascinating developments taking
place in the university's technical faculties.

| thank the Dean of the Behavioural Sciences faculty for the trust he has placed in me, and for
the fruitful way in which, for many years, | have been able to collaborate with him as the
director of the Philosophy of Science, Technology and Society programme. Hubert: the good
life regularly predominates in our conversations, but in a less abstract sense than | have just
described, and it is in this sense that | look forward to our future collaboration as well.

I'would like to thank Philip Brey, chairman of the Department of Philosophy, and all my
departmental colleagues for our inspiring collaboration. | consider it a privilege to be part of
such a large group of people all concerned with the philosophy of technology, and with a real
interest in each others” work. I should like to make particular mention of our research group,
Philosophical Anthropology and Human-Technology Relations. Petra Bruulsema, a rock-steady
departmental member for as long as anyone can remember, has already dubbed the group
‘The Black Hand Gang'. Steven, Petran and René, and now also Ciano, Asle and Lucie: | hope
we continue to break new ground in the philosophy of technology, and to get our hands dirty
doing so!

The many other colleagues with whom | am delighted to work are too numerous to name
here, but | would like to thank them all the same: my colleagues in the Behavioural Sciences
faculty and in the Centre for Telematics and Information Technology; everyone working with
me in the Philosophy of Science, Technology, and Society master programme; my colleagues
in the IOP project Design for Usability and in the MVI project Telecare at Home; and last but
not least, everyone at the 3TU Centre for Ethics and Technology, under the inspirational
leadership of Jeroen van den Hoven.

A special word of thanks is due to my parents, who set me so lovingly on the road of life and
who are now so close to the end of that road. Mother: when the news of my appointment
arrived, it seemed impossible that you would live to see my inauguration — but again and
again you have found the strength to stay one up on the disease, with the zest for life and
carefulness you have always had. Father: your disease prevents you from being here today in
person, but you are here, not just because a video camera is recording this, but because my
philosophical disposition comes from you and was carefully fed and encouraged by you.

Dear Levi, Domien and Micha, it is wonderful to have your cheerfulness and warmth around
me every day, and to be shown the world through your eyes. Take today: Micha thinks | look
most like a penguin, and when my toga was delivered Domien ran upstairs to put on his
Zorro cape and pose next to me. At the same moment Levi called out “Now | know what the
letters 'Prof. Dr. Ir." stand for — Professor Dokter in zijn jurk (Professor Doctor in a dress)!”All of
you continually put my life into the right perspective, and I'm very happy you do.
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My dearest Annette, how special it is that | can give this address in the very same place that
we were married eight years ago. If | have learned anything about the limits of humanity, then
I have done so at your side; for life together with you is limitless glory.

Quod dixi dixi.
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