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HIGH TECH HUMAN TOUCH 
AT THE UNIVERSITY OF TWENTE, WE ARE PIONEERS IN FUSING TECHNOLOGY, SCIENCE 
AND ENGINEERING WITH SOCIAL SCIENCES TO IMPACT THE WORLD AROUND US. OUR 
DRIVING FORCE AS STUDENTS, SCIENTISTS AND EDUCATORS IS A DEEP SENSE OF 
CONNECTION WITH PEOPLE WHO SHARE A CURIOUS, ENTREPRENEURIAL SPIRIT.
 
The challenges of our time are greater than before: global resilience, the digitalization of 
society, the improvement and personalization of healthcare, the reshaping of the world 
with smart materials and intelligent manufacturing. Technology has a leading role to play 
in providing solutions for complex societal challenges worldwide - and only people can 
enable it to shine in that role. In our passion for understanding our planet and improving 
life for everyone on it, we celebrate the bonds between mankind and technology, 
knowing that neither could exist, let alone flourish, without the other.

All of our research and education is aimed at making a difference in today’s society, 
while setting up the next generation for the future. In this pursuit, the entrepreneurial 
mind-set and global awareness of our many talented scientists, educators and students 
lead us to move beyond differences, disciplines, borders. The cross-disciplinary way of 
working that characterizes our university opens up unexpected possibilities - especially 
in combination with creativity and excellence in scientific disciplines. Our distinctive 
educational model, engineering approach and open culture generate new ideas, new 
energy, new ways forward.

TECHNOLOGY & SCIENCE,  
IT’S A PEOPLE STORY

THE STORY OF
UNIVERSITY OF TWENTE.



A LIVING, SMART CAMPUS  
WHERE CHANGE BEGINS 
SINCE THE UNIVERSITY OF TWENTE’S FOUNDING IN 1961, WE HAVE BEEN DEEPLY 
CONNECTED WITH THE RICH INDUSTRIAL HERITAGE OF OUR REGION AND THE 
WELLBEING OF ITS POPULATION. WE PROUDLY CARRY THAT FORWARD, BOTH AT 
HOME AND INTERNATIONALLY. TODAY WE ARE A CATALYST TO MANY HIGH-TECH 
COMMUNITIES AND SECTORS WITH STRONG PARTNERSHIPS IN A WIDE RANGE 
OF INDUSTRIES AND SOCIETAL DOMAINS. WE PARTICIPATE IN GROUND-BREAKING, 
GLOBE-SPANNING NETWORKS AND PROGRAMMES. WE MAINTAIN LIFELONG 
CONNECTIONS WITH MORE THAN 45,000 ALUMNI WORLDWIDE. 

The University of Twente is a multicultural community of talented, ambitious people 
that offers students, scientists and educators from around the world the best possible 
conditions:

 »  An innovative and vibrant campus with world-class facilities for crossing 
boundaries and solving complex problems – including state-of-the-art facilities, 
such as our world-renowned NanoLab, our newly formed Designlab and a new  
TechMed Centre currently under construction.

 »  An engineering approach to societal challenges, merging fundamental 
technological and social science research with systematic solution designing.

 »  Core technologies, among the world’s best, in fields such as nanotechnology and 
biomedical engineering, IT, robotics and geo-information science.

 »  Highly personal education, applying student-driven learning and project-based 
teamwork to foster synergy, (self-)discovery and out of the box problem-solving.

 »  An outstanding track record in value creation, starting up and spinning off new 
businesses (with some 1,000 successful ventures to date) and giving shape to new 
expressions of social and industrial engagement.

 
OVER TIME, INSPIRING, CURIOUS PEOPLE HAVE COMBINED THEIR EXPERIENCE  
IN TECHNOLOGY, SCIENCE AND ENGINEERING WITH SOCIAL SCIENCES TO INITIATE 
CHANGE, PROGRESS, RENEWAL. 

WE CALL THIS: ‘HIGH TECH HUMAN TOUCH’. AND WE BELIEVE IT IS  
MORE RELEVANT TODAY THAN EVER BEFORE.


